SPECIAL JOINT MEETING    
                                                                         May 23, 2005                                                                      

Rockford City Council – Rockford Township Board













APPROVED
The Special Joint Meeting of the Rockford City Council and the Rockford Township Board was called to order on May 23, 2005 at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Beyer in the Chuck Francis Memorial Building at Riverside Park, 8220 Elm Street, Rockford, MN.
The following City Council Members present were:  Trish Waletich, Mike Beyer, Elizabeth Richters and Greg Altringer.

The following Town Board Members present were: Dennis Biese, Karen McDougall, Larry Otto, and Greg Eckblad.
Staff present was: Nancy Evers, Administrator City of Rockford.
REVIEW AND APPROVE RESOLUTION 05-45/JOINT ANNEXATION AGREEMENT  SKOOG/MACINTYRE

The council and board reviewed the Orderly Annexation Agreement for the Skoog and MacIntyre properties.  The Skoog property abuts the city on the north side of the Hurst Woods Development.  
The township noted that #6 - Municipal reimbursements were lacking two paragraphs b and c.  Paragraph B would state that the city pays a fee of five (5) times the taxes for the improved property and $500 per acre for unimproved property.  Paragraph C would include that the city will be entitled to all taxes upon annexation of the property.

There was discussion about the cost of five (5) times the taxes on improved parcels, which some felt de-values the property.  Mayor Beyer stated that if this is required on future agreements it would make it financially unfeasible for properties such as Scenic Acres and Forest Circle to annex into the city.   Otto stated that the city also de-values the land by making the developer install infrastructure on the property.

McDougall stated that unimproved property in the township pays $100 per acre to the town annually.  Town Board Member Eckblad stated that he pays about $200 each year to the town on his 4.5 acres.  

McDougall stated that the 5 years of taxes covers the township’s loss of the taxes and allows the township time to budget for the loss.  Altringer stated that once the property is out of the township that the township no longer has to provide services to that parcel therefore it shouldn’t need the taxes.

There was further discussion about whether the property is able to be divided and if it is not, that the payment to the township could be determined by the $500 per acre.

McDougall stated that if this is a problem in the future that the township is willing to discuss it. There was further discussion about developed township properties that are surrounded by the city that may need city services and when that time comes that the township and city will review those special circumstances. 

The developer Mr. Charlie Levis of Darrell Farr Development Corp. was present to inform the group that they are proposing to develop the approximate ten acre site as a single family residential 
development.  Mr. Levis stated that he was not aware of the taxes that these two property owners are currently paying the township, but he did not feel that the amount was a problem.

The agreement will be revised to include 6B, the city will pay the sum of 5 years of taxes paid to the township, for the improved property and 6C upon annexation the city will immediately receive all of the ad valorem taxes on the property. 
MOTION was made by City Council Member Altringer, seconded by City Council Member Richters to approve the Joint Orderly Annexation Agreement for the Skoog and MacIntyre properties (ten acres) with the changes discussed.
MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR-BEYER, ALTRINGER, RICHTERS AND WALETICH.

MOTION was made by Town Board Member Eckblad, seconded by Town Board Member Otto to approve the Joint Orderly Annexation Agreement for the Skoog and MacIntyre properties (ten acres).

MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR-BEISE, ECKBLAD, OTTO AND MACDOUGALL.

REVIEW AND APPROVE JOINT MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT/GABLER AVENUE SE

The city council and township board reviewed the joint maintenance agreement for Gabler Avenue SE.  
Mayor Beyer asked if the city didn’t require the re-alignment of County Road 115 when the concept plan for the Miske/Walter properties was approved. Beyer also commented that the maintenance agreement doesn’t require paving of Gabler Avenue SE until 32 building permits are issued and until that time the township will maintain the road.  
There was further discussion about state aid standards and township road standards requiring 9 ton roads.  There was further discussion about the intersection of Highway 55 and Gabler Avenue SE and it was discussed that the developer would be required to submit a transportation study with the preliminary plat as per the city engineer’s specifications.  

Otto stated that it doesn’t make sense to have the developer install an eastbound bypass lane, because MNDOT may remove it when the four lanes come through.  It was further discussed that the city and township need to continue working with MNDOT to get the four lane improvements from Buffalo to Rockford sooner than is planned.  

Evers stated that at a recent meeting with MNDOT Chad Hussman, Wright County Engineers, the developer’s of Parkwood and the Miske property and representatives from the Township and the city this intersection was discussed.  Otto stated that Chad Hussman of MNDOT District 3 discussed that there may be some funding available for this area in 4 to 5 years.  

McDougall asked what authority the township has in designing or approving the intersection of Gabler Avenue SE and Highway 55.  The maintenance agreement states that the city takes over the maintenance of the Gabler Avenue SE once the paving is installed, however, the city will ensure that the intersection is safe.  Once the property is annexed the city has the authority of reviewing the preliminary plat which will include the design of the intersection at Highway 55.
McDougall suggested that the city include dust control on Gabler Avenue SE in their developer’s agreement.
Town Board Member Biese departed the meeting at 8:00 p.m.
REVIEW AND APPROVE RESOLUTION 05-46/JOINT ANNEXATION AGREEMENT MISKE/WALTERS
The group reviewed the Orderly annexation agreement for the Miske and Walters properties.  The developer’s, Lundgren Brothers are proposing to develop the properties as single family residential.

There was discussion about when the intersection of Gabler Avenue SE and Highway 55 will be improved.  The agreement states that the improvement will take place when the road is paved which is required after 32 building permits have been issued.  Richters stated the she feels it should be paved before any building permits are issued. 

MOTION was made by Town Board Member Otto, seconded by Town Board Member Eckblad to approve the Orderly Annexation Agreement for the Miske and Walter properties with changes and authorizes the Township Chair to sign the agreement contingent upon review by the Township Attorney.

MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR OTTO, ECKBLAD AND MCDOUGALL

MOTION was made by City Council Member Richters, seconded by City Council Member Altringer to approve the orderly annexation agreement for the Miske/Walter property with changes contingent upon attorney review and authorizes the mayor to sign the agreement.

MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR-BEYER, ALTRINGER, RICHTERS AND WALETICH.

Council Member Richters departed the meeting at approximately 8:10 p.m.

MOTION was made by City Council Member Altringer, seconded by City Council Member Waletich to approve the Joint Maintenance Agreement for Gabler Avenue SE with changes.

MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR-BEYER, ALTRINGER AND WALETICH.

MOTION was made by Town Board Member Eckblad, seconded by Town Board Member McDougall to approve the Joint Maintenance Agreement for Gabler Avenue SE with changes contingent upon review by the town attorney and authorizes the Town Chair to sign the agreement on behalf of the Township.

MOTION CARRIED-VOTING IN FAVOR- ECKBLAD, OTTO AND MCDOUGALL

REVIEW CITY’S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN LAND USE MAP
The review of the city’s comprehensive plan was tabled until a future meeting.

ADJOURN
MOTION TO ADJOURN was made by City Council Altringer, seconded by City Council member Waletich.

Mayor Beyer adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.

MOTION TO ADJOURN was made by Town Board Member McDougall, seconded by Town Board Member Eckblad.

Town Supervisor Otto adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.







____________________________






Mayor Beyer

ATTEST:

__________________________


Nancy Evers, Administrator

__________________________

Dennis Beise (Chair)
_________________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk)
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