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April 11, 2005

Rockford Township

Board of Equalization Meeting 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM on April 11, 2005.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, Daluge, and Otto, Township Assessor Pete Merger, Wright County Assessor Gregory Kramber, and Deputy Clerk Deeds.

Assessor Merger went over the process of determining values and described the State requirement for the assessed value to be 90 to 105% of market value.  County Assessor Kramber gave a brief discourse on how assessed values are achieved.  Some lakeshore values have doubled, agricultural is up 18%, and commercial land has increased greatly, especially near the main highway corridors.

Residents were called in order of their registration to be heard.

1.  Robert McMullen
PID 215-100-162404 

His parcel is 4.7 acres.  Much of his land to the lake is under water.

Although a search was done, there is no building permit on record for his house and it is not up to code.  Stated it could not be sold for assessed value.

There is a 40 x 100 pole barn - value $16,800; hose value $185,000, and a total assessed value of $365,000.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge

To leave the value as is.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
2.  Maynard Olson
PID 215-100-133200  /-133203 /-014401 /-063301 /-132100

PID 215-100-133200  138.85 acres with a diagonal 10 acre easement for power line.

Green acre value is $161,400 

PID 215-100-132100  Homestead   $42,000 on building site   $600,000 land value.  Has removed some grain bins.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad

To remove two grain bins and lower the value of the third bin to $500.  All else remains the same

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
The Wright County Assessor Kramber will send Mr. Olson forms for his disabled son.

3.  Tom Hay
PID 215-100-161102 /-161101

Lakeshore home on Dean Lake.  Has lived there for three years.  The house is on two lots, 2358 square foot, 2-story, with a deck and two garages.  Value $373,600.

Assessor Merger said this lakeshore is valued at $1,000/foot.

No Change to assessment.

4.  John Carlson
PID 215-100-172200 /-181402 /-183100

PID 215-100-172200 is 155.71 acres.

PID 215-100-181402 is 38.5 acres with a 9-acre building site.

PID 215-100-183100 is 65 acres.

No Change to assessment.

5.  David Schmaltz    PID 215-100-162304 /  162309

PID 215-100-162309  Mr. Schmaltz said there is a mix-up in descriptions.  His driveway is valued at $135,000.  Assessor Merger agrees that .7 acres is driveway and should carry a $500 value.

PID 215-100-162304  Has 13.4 acres and a house with a market value of $165,100.  Three acres is high land, some is swampland

Correct valuation is $97,300 on the land and $38,900 on house which is 10% done.  Assessor will correct.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge

To have the total value of both parcels adjusted to $136,700.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
6.  Kitty Bock    PID 215-012-000020
Value was reviewed in 2004.  The home has structural damage but the lakeshore values did increase.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge

To accept Randy DeMarais’ recommendation for a 3% increase to last year’s building value.  Total value of land and buildings $191,700.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
7.  Kathleen Douherty    PID 215-052-001040
Complaint was that value went up $38,000 plus she also has a sewer assessment.  She feels $300+ is too much in one year for a single parent.

Assessor Merger explained the State required all valuations must meet stipulated guidelines (90% to 105% of market value),

No change.

8.  Ted Durkee   PID 215-00-042300
Resident would like to have dimensions of garage (24X26 to 22X26), basement (1500 to 1300 sq.ft.), and overhang (120 to 40 sq.ft.) corrected 

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad

To accept the changes requested.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
9.  David Szykulski   PID 215-100-162109
Resident claims house is not livable.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge

Assessor Merges will go out to the property to verify claim.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
10.  Ken Corrin    PID 215-040-000070

Resident claims 850 sq.ft. basement is actually 500 sq.ft.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad

Assessor Merges will go out to the property to remeasure and bring information back to the board for adjustment, if desired.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.
11.  Wayne Scotting    PID 215-117-002100
Modular home graded 6½, should be 5½.

Detached garage rated good, should be average.

The porch has been removed.

Assessor Merges recommends a reduction of $27,588, from $243,352 to $215,764.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Otto

To accept Assessor Merges’ recommendation.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.

12.  Benjamin Rousu    PID 215-142-004060
Converted garage to home (50% completed) and added a new garage in front.

Assessor Merges recommends a reduction of $20,500, from $245,896 to $225,396.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Otto

To accept Assessor Merges’ recommendation.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.

13.  Mike Rydberg    No PID

The Assessor stated square footage and values of neighboring properties.  The Board felt this property was valued properly.  No Change.

14.  Charles Kroal    PID 215-147-001020
Home is in bad shape, graded D-6, should be D-4, plus depreciation.

Assessor Merges recommends a reduction of $46,800, from $229,400 to $182,300.

A Motion was presented by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor McDougall

To accept Assessor Merges’ recommendation.

The Motion carried by unanimous vote.

15.  Bruce Ohme    PID 215-100-101101
New construction of shed did not occur.

Assessor Merges will check on this property and bring back information to the Board.
A Motion was presented by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Otto

To reconvene at 6:45 PM, April 19, 2005, to review the changes.
The Motion carried by unanimous vote.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM. and was continued to Tuesday, April 19, 2005 at 6:45 PM.
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