Approved

April 14, 2008           

Rockford Township 

Board of Review and Equalization Meeting Minutes


Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with all joining in for the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, and McDougall and Clerk McDougall. Assistant County Assessor Randy DesMarais, Township Assessor Pete Merges and Appraiser Lori Thingvold were also present.  Supervisor Kjome was absent.
DesMarais stated that the purpose of the meeting was only to discuss 2009 assessed valuations, not taxes. 

Merges stated that residential building valuations increased 10 percent.  He reassesses 1/5 of the township each year and new construction annually until completion. He stated that the reviewable date would be April 23, and one owner must be present.

The following property owners were present:

James Jaeger - 215-100-114400 4947 Fairhill Dr. SE James Jaeger requested his property values taxes be lower than his estimated taxable market value of $367,900.00.  The Wright County Assessor will meet Jaeger on April 23, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. to evaluate the house condition and the property.
Alton and Carolyn Knutson - 215-100-282100 2279 40th St. SE. Alton Knutson requested his property value taxes be lowered from $548,000.00 to $347,538.00.  Alton stated he does not farm this property and 42 of his 60 acres are useless wetland.  The board recommended the county assessor redue the breakdown for this property.  Township Assessor Pete Merges will contact Alton to view the property.    
Lon and Julie Voigt – 215-013-000210 583 Halsey Ave. SE 

Lon Voigt informed the board that the cabin on this property is not in good shape and requested the value taxes be lowered for this building.  There were no changes made by the board.
Lon and Julie Voigt 215-000-061401 6807 3rd St. SE  
Lon and Julie Voigt informed the board they have poor shoreline and the home was built 2 years ago and wanted to know why there was a $100,000 increase in value.  Pete Merges informed the board and property owners that this area around Lake Charlotte has been too low over the years and instead of doing a gradual increase, they did a big increase to catch up to where the values should have been to meet state standards.  Land was increased 30% and building increased 10%.  There were no changes made by the board.  
Maynard Olson – 215-000-063301 and others
Maynard Olson questioned the board and assessors why there was an increase on the values taxes.  Pete Merges explained how the state of Minnesota sets the amounts.   This parcel remains unchanged.
Paul Aarstad – 215-100-281303 and 215-100-281302
Paul Aarstad questioned how property taxes were calculated.  This property tax remains unchanged.
The following property owners were not present but appealed in writing:

James Taylor 215-100-224300

Taylor had a couple questions about value.  The county will send a letter answering the questions.  
Linda Williams 215-157-001010

Joel Williams appealed the amount of his property value the taxes.  The board stated the property would remain unchanged since it follows the surrounding area values.  

Michael Carswell 215-035-000390
Merges will meet with property owner.
Louis Ochocki 215-100-173202
This property had buildings removed and demolished.  Merges recommended the building be valued as salvage for $11,000.00.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to reduce the amount of all buildings to $11,000.00.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    
Laura French 215-013-000070 7062 6th St. SE

Laura French felt this property value tax should be lowered since it is a wetland.  
This property remains unchanged.
The Town assessor proposed changes for the following parcels:
Doug Skelly 215-035-000360

Merges recommended the board reduce the cost per footage along the ravine to $300.00 per foot as previously decided since this is a ravine.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to reduce the amount per footage to $300.00 per foot for the 56-foot ravine.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    
Wayne Hermansen 215-130-001120

Merges informed the board the sq. footage was wrong and it should reflect 572 sq. ft. and not 1,094 sq. ft.  Merges recommended the board reduce the value amount from $265,900.00 to $250,900.00.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to reduce the value amount from $265,900.00 to $250,900.00.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    
Joel Rademacher 215-026-001040

Merges informed the board the basement on this home shows that it is finished but the property owner insists that it is not finished.  Merges will meet with owner.  
Mike Brandenburg 215-116-003170

Merges recommended the board reduce the cost from $366,000.00 to $352,900.00 since the home is in average condition instead of good condition.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to reduce the cost from $366,000.00 to $352,900.00.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    
The meeting was recessed until April 29, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.
April 29, 2008
Board of Appeal and Equalization 6:30 p.m.

Continued from April 14, 2008

The board reconvened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  Supervisors present were Deitering, Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, and Clerk McDougall.   Also present was Township Assessor Pete Merges and Wright County Assessor Randy DesMarais.  Supervisor Kjome was excused.
James Jaeger - 215-100-114400 4947 Fairhill Dr. SE James Jaeger.  Merges and DesMarais viewed the property on April 23, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. to evaluate the house condition and the property.  There were changes in basement square footage and the house went from good to average condition because of the age of the home.  It was recommended to the board to reduce the building value from $199,800.00 to $186,000.00.  The land value was suggested to be reduced from $168,000.00 to $150,000.00.

A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the suggested value reductions of $31,800.00 made by the assessors.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Michael Carswell 215-035-000390

Merges and DeMarais met with the property owner to evaluate the property.  There were changes in basement square footage and the house went from good to average condition.  A fireplace and walkout was added at a minimum.  The home went from 1 ½ story to 1 ¼ story.  It was recommended to the board to reduce the building value from $184,000.00 to $162,300.00.  The land value remained unchanged.  

A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the suggested reductions of $21,700.00 made by the assessors.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Joel Rademacher 215-026-001040

Merges met with owner.  There were changes in basement square footage from 1,098 sq. ft. to 280 sq. ft.  A basement under the garage, ½ bath and whirlpool tub was added.  It was recommended to the board to reduce the building value from $369,200.00 to $349,200.00.  The land value remained unchanged.  

A motion was made by McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the suggested value reduction of $20,000.00 made by the assessors.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Alton and Carolyn Knutson - 215-100-282100 2279 40th St. SE. Merges and DesMarais met with Knutson to view the property.  There were changes in the acreage descriptions.  It was recommended to the board to reduce the land from $357,000.00 to $128,700.00.  The buildings remained unchanged.  

A motion was made by Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the suggested reductions of $228,300.00 made by the assessors.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to adjourn at 6:52 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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