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TOWNSHIP ELECTION RESULTS  Two new supervisors were elected at our election that was held March 9.  They are Larry Otto (three-year term), and Bill Daluge, (two-year term).   We had 194 voters at this election.

ANNUAL MEETING   Here are some highlights of the annual meeting, the unapproved minutes of the meeting are also on the township web site:

Supervisor’s Report 

· Listed completed projects on Ibarra Ave. S.E., 45th Street S.E., Farmington Ave. S.E., and miscellaneous ditch cleaning and culvert replacement projects.

· Noted proposed projects for 2004 that may include road repair in River Hills, overlay/repair on 30th Street S.E. (UPA road), correction to erosion problem on Gabler Ave. S.E., and another possible blacktop project for Halsey or Calder Ave. S.E.

· Reported that we will be working on orderly annexation agreements with our neighboring cities.   Discussed annexation issues for our township and other townships, such as Monticello Township.   After receiving information from Supervisor Kelley, the people attending the annual meeting voted to donate up to $20,000 to Monticello Township to defray their legal expenses incurred from opposing the proposed 11,500-acre annexation by the City of Monticello.  The motion passed, the vote was taken by ballot, 24  “yes” votes and 12 “no” votes.   It is legal for townships to transfer funds, equipment, etc. to other government entities, as long as it does not place our township in debt.

Land Plan Committee Report

· Paul Aarestad, Chair of the Committee, reported results of a survey that was sent out last year.  Responses on the surveys showed that residents were mainly concerned with preserving the rural atmosphere, and were worried about large housing developments and their effects on the area.

· After a short break, the committee will continue to work on the complex evaluation and modification of our current plan.  

Proposed Levy

· The attendees approved the proposed levy in the amount of $891,100.00 for the year 2005.
QUESTIONS FROM ANNUAL MEETING ATTENDEES

· The Building Management has been re-assigned to Supervisor McDougall, due to a decline in hall use and related building management.  The board felt that the decline in hall use and revenues could have been caused by a variety of reasons.  It was questioned if it was legal to have a supervisor assume these duties before looking for other applicants. Supervisor McDougall reported that all requirements have been met. She contacted an attorney from the Township State Association after the annual meeting, to double check the legality.  After learning that correct procedures had been followed, she issued a memo to the supervisors and clerk, with supporting information attached.

· Asked about the Clerk’s salary & office hours.  Salary is based on a pay-equity system, and time is recorded with a time clock.  Office hours provide service, yet some flexibility for our limited staff.  Callers were advised to leave a message on the machine, if the clerk is away from her desk.  The residents also requested that the meetings be recorded in some manner.

· There was a question about regulating ATV use on town road & in the right-of-way.   Regulations may be viewed at the Minnesota DNR website, www.dnr.state.mn.us  The township does not have additional restrictions.

TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY

Rockford Township


Phone: 763/682-3499               3039 Dague Avenue S.E.


Fax:       763/682-6256 Buffalo, MN    55313

SUPERVISORS: Chair, Dennis Beise – 763/972-2880; Vice-chair, Pam Kelley – 763/682-5130; Karen McDougall – 763/477-5484 (e-mail: karen.mcd@worldnet.att.net); Larry Otto – 763/972-3196; Bill Daluge – 763/477-9974.

CLERK/TREASURER:  Lori Bohall (e-mail: rckfdtwp@lkdllink.net)

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Wednesday, & Friday, 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. and Noon - 3 p.m.  

MEETINGS:  Please call the office to be placed on the agenda; we meet the second and fourth Tuesday of each month.  To speak at a meeting you have to be on the agenda, or fill out a public comment form available at the meeting.  The board may not be able to act on items not on the agenda.    

HALL USE:  If you would like to use our town hall for a gathering, call Karen McDougall, to check on hall availability and rates – 763/477-5484    

WEBSITE:  http://township.rockford.mn.us
 Spring Clean-Up Day – Saturday, April 24, 2004.

Information is on the back of this newsletter ! 

[image: image3.wmf]_1091972015

_1102413983

