[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]ROCKFORD TOWNSHIP

NEWSLETTER
August 14, 2005
Volume Nineteen, Number Four

CITY OF HANOVER REQUESTS 
20-YEAR ORDERLY ANNEXATION AGREEMENT

The Hanover City Council has been negotiating with the Rockford Township Board to enter into an orderly annexation agreement in the Northeast part of our township.

This item will be on the agenda at our next meeting scheduled for Tuesday evening, August 16th, 2005, 
7 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.

We have included a list of Frequently Asked Questions that were prepared by the City of Hanover for your information.  There is also a map of the proposed area on the back of this newsletter.  Please contact a town board member or attend the meeting on the 16th if you have any questions or opinions on this agreement.
Frequently Asked Questions 
City of Hanover/Rockford Township Orderly Annexation Agreement 
In an effort to provide accurate information, the Hanover City Council and the Rockford Town Board requested the development of an FAQ sheet on the proposed orderly annexation agreement. If you have any questions about the proposed agreement after reading these FAQ, feel free to contact Hanover City Administrator Daniel Buchholtz at (763) 497-3777.
Q: What is an orderly annexation?   A: Annexation is the process in which land in a township becomes part of a city. Orderly annexation refers to an overall agreement between a city and a township providing for the eventual annexation of a portion of township land to a city. The agreement outlines the rules for the annexation of individual parcels within the orderly annexation area. Once the overall agreement is approved by a township and a city, individual land owners can petition to be annexed into the city. 
Q: What are the benefits of an orderly annexation? 
A: Orderly annexation has several benefits for both a township  and  a  city.      First,  an  orderly  annexation 
agreement allows for joint planning within the orderly annexation area, which promotes a cooperative approach to development within an area that benefits everyone. Second, an orderly annexation agreement allows the township to prepare for the loss of tax base as a result of the annexation. Oftentimes, the annexation agreement will specify a reimbursement from a city to the township for lost tax revenues. Third, an orderly annexation agreement provides a city the assurance that adequate tax base will be available through annexation to assist in the repayment of infrastructure extension costs (sewer, water, streets, storm sewer, etc.) into the orderly annexation area. 
Q: Which part of Rockford Township is covered by the proposed orderly annexation agreement with the City of Hanover?   A: The orderly annexation area is outlined in Exhibit A of this FAQ. Properties in Phase 1 will be eligible for annexation during a five year period starting with the date the orderly annexation agreement was signed. Properties in Phase 2 will be eligible for annexation five years after the date the orderly annexation agreement was signed. Properties in Phase 3 will be eligible for annexation ten years after the date the orderly annexation agreement was signed. Properties in Phase 4 will be eligible for annexation fifteen years after the execution date of the orderly annexation agreement. At the end of each five year period, all the properties in the corresponding phase will be annexed into the City. The phasing plan can be accelerated or decelerated depending upon the number of annexation petitions received by the City of Hanover from landowners. It is anticipated that the entire annexation area will be included in the city limits of Hanover twenty years from the date the annexation agreement was signed. 
                        
Q: How will planning and zoning be handled within the proposed orderly annexation area?   A: The City of Hanover and Rockford Township proposed establishing a joint planning board to exercise planning and land use controls within the proposed orderly annexation area. The membership of the joint planning board will include two persons appointed by ….
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