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Rockford Township, two persons appointed by the City of Hanover, and one person jointly appointed by Rockford Township and the City of Hanover. The joint planning board will review and act upon applications from property owners within the orderly annexation area regarding subdivisions, variances, conditional use permits, interim use permits, and zoning reclassifications. The City of Hanover has agreed to serve as the staff and advisors to the joint planning board. Permit fees will pay the expenses of the joint planning board. It is anticipated that the joint planning board will provide greater local control on planning and land use decisions. Once the property is annexed, jurisdiction for planning and land use controls falls to the Hanover City Council. Building permits from property owners within the orderly annexation area will be continue to be reviewed by Wright County. After annexation, property owners will receive their building permits from the City of Hanover. 

Q: Will Rockford Township be reimbursed for the loss of tax base as a result of any annexations?       A: Yes. The proposed orderly annexation agreement calls for the City to pay the Township a one-time payment of $500 per acre for unimproved land within the annexation area. If the land is improved (meaning a parcel five acres or smaller with buildings upon it), the City agrees to pay the Township a one-time payment equal to $500 per parcel, or the sum of five years of taxes paid to the Town, whichever is greater. The City will pass these fees along to those property owners that petition the City Council for annexation. These fees will neutralize the impact upon the remaining taxpayers of Rockford Township resulting from the proposed orderly annexation agreement. 

Q: How do I seek annexation into the City of Hanover once the proposed orderly annexation agreement is approved?  A: Approval of the proposed annexation agreement does not automatically annex property into the City of Hanover. You will need to submit an annexation petition to the City of Hanover. Upon review of the petition, the City Council will order the annexation. As part of the orderly annexation agreement, Rockford Township would agree not to challenge any annexation executed under the terms of the agreement. The fee for annexation is as follows: $300 application fee, $3,000 escrow (to cover consulting staff review costs and submittal to the State of Minnesota), and a check or letter of credit equaling 
the amount of the municipal reimbursement to Rockford Township. Annexations executed under the terms of the agreement will typically be effective within 90 days. 

 
If you are part of a larger subdivision, you may request annexation of the entire subdivision. At least 60% of the property owners must sign the annexation petition for the petition to be considered. If the petition represents less than 100% of the property owners in a subdivision, a joint meeting of the Hanover City Council and the Rockford Township Board will be held to consider the petition. If both boards, voting independently, approve the annexation petition, then the entire subdivision will be annexed. If the petition represents 100% of the property owners in a subdivision, the City and Township have agreed to approve the annexation with no additional process. 

Q: If the City of Hanover extends sewer and water past my property to service a neighboring property, will I be assessed? A: Not immediately. The neighboring property owner, or developer, will be required to pay the entire cost of the sewer and water extension to service a particular parcel. You would not be immediately assessed for the cost of extending sewer and water mains past your property. However, if your property has been annexed and your septic system fails, the City of Hanover will require you to connect to City sewer. You will be charged a connection fee at the time of connection that will reimburse the developer for the cost of extending the sewer main past your property. This cost should be less than the cost of installing a new septic system. The same would be true if your well fails. Many people decide to hook up to both City sewer and water when their septic system fails to minimize installation costs. 

Q: Who will maintain the road in front of my property when it is annexed? A: The City of Hanover will maintain all roads abutting properties that are annexed into the City limits. Rockford Township will continue to maintain all of the remaining roads within the orderly annexation area until each phase is annexed. When a property owner decides to develop his/her property, the City will require the property owner or developer to reconstruct any roads abutting the property to meet current City standards. Neighboring property owners within the proposed development will typically not be assessed for those types of road improvements. 
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Q: What will happen to my property taxes when my property is annexed? A: Upon annexation, your property will be taxed at the City rate. If you plan to continue to use your property for agricultural purposes, you can request the Hanover City Council to classify your property as a rural service district. This classification will keep your property taxes at the current Rockford Township rate. 

Q: Where will I vote if the proposed orderly annexation agreement is approved? A: You will continue to vote at the Rockford Township Hall after the proposed orderly annexation agreement is approved. Once your property is annexed into the City of Hanover, you will then vote at Hanover City Hall, 11250 5th St NE, Hanover. 

 
Q: Do I change school districts if my property is annexed into the City of Hanover? A: No. Annexation will only change the municipal boundaries. School district, soil and water district, and county boundaries will remain the same. 

Q: How can I provide feedback to the City and the Township on the proposed orderly annexation area? A: You may contact members of both the Rockford Township Board and the Hanover City Council to express your feedback and ask questions. You may also attend a meeting of the Hanover City Council and/or the Rockford Township Board to express your opinion. 

The Rockford Township Board meets the first and third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. Please contact the Town Clerk in advance of the meeting if you wish to address the Town Board. The Hanover City Council meets the first and third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. Please contact the City Administrator in advance of the meeting if you wish to address the City Council. 
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TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY

Rockford Township Hall                Phone: 763/682-3499               3039 Dague Avenue S.E.              Fax: 763/682-6256 Buffalo, MN    55313

SUPERVISORS:                                                                Chair, Dennis Beise – 763/972-2880                                Vice-chair, Larry Otto, 763/972-3196                                    Bill Daluge – 763/477-9974                                               Greg Eckblad – 763/477-5036                                         Karen McDougall – 763/477-5484                                        (e-mail: karen.mcd@worldnet.att.net).

CLERK/TREASURER: Rachelle McDougall                                                      (e-mail:  rockfordtwp@charterinternet.com)

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Wednesday, &  Friday                                                                                                         7 a.m. – 11 a.m. and Noon – 3:30 p.m.  

MEETINGS:  Please call the office to be placed on the agenda; we meet the first and third Tuesday of each month.   To speak at a meeting you have to be on the agenda, or fill out a public comment form available at the meeting.  The board may not be able to act on items not on the agenda.   

AGENDA DEADLINE:  The deadline for getting on the agenda is the end of office hours on the Wednesday before the scheduled meeting. 

HALL USE:  If you would like to use our town hall for a gathering, call Karen McDougall, to check on hall availability and rates – 763/477-5484    

WEBSITE:  http://township.rockford.mn.us                                or    www.rockfordtownship.com

Additional Information:
· The City of Rockford is also asking the town board to enter into a 20-year Orderly Annexation Agreement; additional information will be available at a future date.

· We will be having another Clean-up Day this Fall on Saturday, September 17, 2005, watch for a separate newsletter with details!
· Please keep your dogs on your property, if your pet is missing, contact the Crossroads Animal Shelter at 763 – 684 – 1234.
Township Newsletter Question:  At the last township meeting it was suggested that our newsletter be discontinued in this form and all information be placed on the township website…. 
What are your feelings on this?
Please let us know what you think!

