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TOWNSHIP ELECTION The township election will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2004.  There will be an election for two of the supervisor positions this year; one position is for a three-year term and the other will be for a two-year term.  Larry Otto has filed to run for the three-year term.  No person filed for the two-year term, so that supervisor will be whichever resident receives the most write-in votes.
VOTING INFORMATION The polling place for the township election is the town hall located at 3039 Dague Avenue S.E., Buffalo.  The hall will be open from 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. on Tuesday, March 9, 2004.  Absentee ballots will be available from our office.  You may either stop in or submit a written request for an absentee ballot.  The office will be open for absentee voting on Saturday, March 6, 2004, from 10 a.m. - 12 noon.
TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING After the polls close at 8 p.m. on March 9, the Annual Meeting will be held at our township hall. At this meeting, attendees receive reports on things that have happened during the past year and future plans.  Also, resident attendees will review and vote on the recommended tax levy for the year 2005.  In case of bad weather, the alternate date for the annual meeting and election will be Tuesday, March 16.  If the election and meeting date is changed due to weather, there will be a message on the township answering machine.
Vote on Tuesday 

March 9, 2004  

LAND-USE PLANNING COMMITTEE The Land-Use Planning Committee has been meeting monthly, working on recommendations for revisions to our current Land-Use Plan.  They wish to thank the people who returned the survey they sent out late last year; the committee is tallying the results.  The results will be on our web site, and the committee will be reporting at our annual meeting.  

SUPERVISOR UPDATE Due to a change in his work schedule, Supervisor Matt Walker decided to resign at the end of November 2003.  Supervisor Bill Husom will be moving out of the township; his term was up for election, and he did not file.  The board, clerk, and crew would like to thank Matt and Bill for their input in the past years. 
REMINDER ABOUT SNOW !!!  We would like to remind our residents about the importance of some laws governing activities on the town roads and in the right-of-way:

· State Law prohibits plowing snow on to or across a public road and/or leaving snow piles on the road or in the right-of-way.  This snow may cause a hazard for the traveling public, our road crew, and equipment.  If accident or equipment damage were to occur, you may be liable.

· Driveway Permits – any installation or changes to a driveway on a town road requires a permit.  The fee for the permit is $25.  This covers the cost of the inspection before and after the proposed improvement by the crew.  Please contact Lori at our office if you need a permit – the addition of gravel for existing driveway maintenance does not require a permit.

· Remember, please keep objects out of the right-of-way and make sure you have a mailbox that is up to the state standard.  We do not replace mailbox supports that are not currently up to standards.  Contact our office for more information.
ANNEXATION The township is currently working on an orderly annexation agreement with the City of Buffalo.  These agreements are planning tools that define where annexations can occur.  An area is defined, and no annexations are allowed outside of the agreed area.  The property owners must petition for the annexation.  Certain terms are negotiated regarding tax compensation, road maintenance, etc.  The agreements are legally binding to the city and the township. 

If you have not heard, the City of Monticello is trying to annex 11,500 acres of Monticello Township.  The property owners did not petition to have their land annexed.  There are no definite plans for development of this large area at this time.  The township is not in favor of this.  The County Commissioners and the Wright County Township Officer’s Association have passed resolutions opposing this proposal; it is hoped that the town & city can work out an agreement.  Monticello City and Township do not have an orderly annexation agreement at this time, but they have had one in the past.

Your supervisors continue to represent the township’s wishes on this issue, feel free to share your opinions with us. 
HALL USE If you would like to use our town hall for a gathering, call Karen McDougall, to check on hall availability and rates. The board has made some changes in some of the policies, for example, a hall use rate for setting up before large events, and the change in a requirement for a deputy when alcohol is served.   Karen’s telephone number and e-mail is listed in the directory.   
TOWNSHIP DIRECTORY

Rockford Township


Phone: 763/682-3499               3039 Dague Avenue S.E.


Fax:       763/682-6256 Buffalo, MN    55313

SUPERVISORS: Chair, Dennis Beise – 763/972-2880; Vice-chair, Pam Kelley – 763/682-5130; Karen McDougall – 763/477-5484 (e-mail: karen.mcd@worldnet.att.net); Larry Otto – 763/972-3196; Bill Daluge – 763/477-9974.

CLERK/TREASURER:  Lori Bohall (e-mail: rckfdtwp@lkdllink.net)

OFFICE HOURS:  Monday, Wednesday, & Friday,                                     8 a.m. – 11 a.m. and Noon - 3 p.m.  

MEETINGS:  Please call the office to be placed on the agenda; we meet the second and fourth Tuesday of each month.  To speak at a meeting you have to be on the agenda, or fill out a public comment form available at the meeting.  The board may not be able to act on items not on the agenda.      

WEBSITE:  http://township.rockford.mn.us
The Recycling Calendar is on the back of this newsletter,

Please take advantage of this program that you are paying for. 
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