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OUR FIRST REGULARLY SCHEDULED BOARD MEETING IN NOVEMBER HAS BEEN CHANGED
OUR MEETING WILL BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2005, 7 P.M. AT THE TOWN HALL.

THIS IS DUE TO A NOVEMBER 1ST SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION (VOTING HOURS ARE FROM 7 A.M.-8 P.M.).
CITY OF ROCKFORD PRESENTS ORDERLY ANNEXATION PROPOSAL
The Rockford Town Board has been meeting with the Rockford City Council regarding the possibility of entering into an orderly annexation agreement which would include the Southeast part of our township.
This item will be on the agenda at our meeting scheduled for Wednesday evening, 
November 2, 2005, 7 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.

There is a map of the proposed area on the back of this newsletter.

We have included general information on Orderly Annexation Agreements for your information.  Please contact a town board member or attend the meeting listed above if you have any questions or opinions on this proposal.
Questions on Orderly Annexation Agreements
Q: What is an orderly annexation?   A: Annexation is the process in which land in a township becomes part of a city. Orderly annexation refers to an overall agreement between a city and a township providing for the eventual annexation of a portion of township land to a city. The agreement outlines the rules for the annexation of individual parcels within the orderly annexation area. Once the overall agreement is approved by a township and a city, individual land owners can petition to be annexed into the city.  
Q:  Who decides on an orderly annexation agreement?  A:  An orderly annexation agreement is a legally binding agreement, decided on by the town board and the city council.  It does not require a vote (approval) of the people of the township, city, or persons directly in the orderly annexation area.   However, in most cases, the people in the orderly annexation area must petition to the city to have their land annexed.
Q: What are the benefits of an orderly annexation?  A: Orderly annexation has several benefits for both a township and a city.   First, an orderly annexation agreement allows for joint planning within the orderly annexation area, which promotes a cooperative approach to development within an area that benefits everyone. Second, an orderly annexation agreement allows the township to prepare for the loss of tax base as a result of the annexation. Oftentimes, the annexation agreement will specify a reimbursement from a city to the township for lost tax revenues. Third, an orderly annexation agreement provides a city the assurance that adequate tax base will be available through annexation to assist in the repayment of infrastructure extension costs (sewer, water, streets, storm sewer, etc.) into the orderly annexation area. 
Q: Which part of Rockford Township is covered by the proposed orderly annexation agreement with the City of Rockford?   A: The orderly annexation area is outlined in the map on the back of this newsletter. It is anticipated that the entire annexation area will be included in the city limits of Rockford twenty years from the date the annexation agreement was signed. 
Q: Will Rockford Township be reimbursed for the loss of tax base as a result of any annexations?      A: Yes. The town board is asking for the orderly annexation agreement to call for the City to pay the Township a one-time payment of $500 per acre for unimproved land within the annexation area. If the land is improved (meaning a parcel five acres or smaller with buildings upon it), the City agrees to pay the Township a one-time payment equal to $500 per parcel, or the sum of five years of taxes paid to the Town, whichever is greater. The City will pass these fees along to those property owners that petition the City Council for annexation. These fees will neutralize the impact upon the remaining taxpayers of Rockford Township resulting from the proposed orderly annexation agreement. 
Help Wanted: P/T Back-up Snow-Plow Driver.  Minimal hours; at least a Class B Commercial Driver’s License required.  Please call our office if you are interested or if you have any questions.  
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