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Unapproved

November 15, 2016
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, Deitering, Kjome, Clerk McDougall and Crew Hafften.  
Agenda
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Meeting Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the November 1, 2016 regular meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Maintenance Crew 
Crew Hafften recommended hiring another part time employee to fill in when needed.  Matt Miller was present to discuss working part time for the Township.  Miller informed the Board he is currently self-employed doing equipment maintenance and D.O.T. inspections.  Miller stated he has some experience operating heavy equipment.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to hire Matt Miller as a part time road maintenance employee.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   Clerk McDougall will setup drug testing for Matt Miller. 
Hafften and the Board discussed free yellow clay available in Howard Lake and they would not have to load their own trucks.  The Board agreed the Maintenance Crew should hall the yellow clay to the Township for future use.
Continued Items - None
Public Comment 
Don Halonen 5705 Co. Rd. 33 SE - discussed with the Board the options of splitting his 32 acres and building another home on 5 or 10 acres.  The Board informed Halonen the property is in the Ag area, which is 1 per 40 acres and suggested he talk with Wright County Planning and Zoning to see if there are any options available to him.  The Board suggested he could look into purchasing an entitlement from another area property but was not sure if that would be acceptable or not.  
New Agenda Items 
November 15, 2016 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the November 15, 2016 Planning Commission recommendations as presented. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Supervisor Kjome – None
Supervisor Deitering – Noted the Wright County Planning Commission approved the amendments for Section 155.108 the solar energy farms and systems. 
Supervisor McDougall – recommended the Township pay for the Township Assessor to attend a class to update his certification for another six years.  There will be two required classes to obtain the proper certification to continue being the Township Assessor.  The first class is $380.00 and the fee for the second class is not known at this time.  The Board discussed being able to keep a Township Assessor instead of having the County do future assessing in the Township.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the Township to pay $380.00 for the required class for Tom Zander (Township Assessor).  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.       
Supervisor McDougall discussed the water next to Calder Ave. SE and 30th St. SE, which is not draining properly.  Crew Hafften suggested this repair to the tile could be completed in the road right-of-way, which can be done in 2017.  The Board agreed to have this repaired in 2017.    
Supervisor Eckblad – discussed the easement for 6th St. SE culvert replacement.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board the property owner does have the easement and his attorney is reviewing it.  

Supervisor Beise – discussed the future restroom addition.  The Board will set a work session after December to discuss the restroom addition.  
Clerk McDougall – Discussed the land swap for Dennis Swanson on 27th St. SE, which was to be completed in the 1990’s.  Clerk McDougall has been working with Township Attorney Peter Tiede and ask the Board which option they wanted to choose to move forward with the completion of the recording of the land swap.  Option one is to obtain approval/signatures from all interested parties, which could be costly to the Township.  Option two is to move forward without the signatures which our attorney said is commonly done by Townships.  The Board noted the Township would not lose the road and right-of-way because of the length of use.  A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to approve option two moving forward without obtaining all participant signatures.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Funds Report – None
Review of Bills 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to pay 2016 claim #896 to #922 in the amount of $20,053.24 including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Supervisor Eckblad motioned to adjourn at 7:48 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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