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November 2, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, and Otto, Clerk McDougall, and Crew Hafften.  Supervisor Daluge was excused.
Agenda: 
Rockford Ranch core samples will be on the November 15, 2005 agenda and Boondocks application for 2 am liquor license was added.  

A Motion by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to add Boondocks 2 a.m. liquor license under the continued items.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to accept the agenda as amended.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Meeting Minutes: 
· Meeting Minutes from October 18, 2005
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the October 18, 2005 with the additions.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Correction and additions of October 18, 2005 Meeting minutes

Supervisor Otto stated over time must be paid in the week that it is worked as stated in previous meeting minutes.  
Maintenance Crew
Crew Hafften reported to the board that the resident at 1231 30th St. SE filled in the ditch and culvert.  Hafften recommended sending the resident a letter notifying them to restore the ditch to its original condition. 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to send the resident at 1231 30th St. SE a letter informing them that they need to restore the ditch and culvert to the original condition as soon as possible.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor Otto noted that he would like this information faxed to him before the meetings so he can check out these issues.  This information was not given to the Clerk prior to the meeting.  
Crew Hafften informed the board of a resident who has rocks in the right of way and wanted to know if the clerk should send out a letter.  Supervisor Otto noted that he spoke with residents about a previous letter about rocks in the right of way and the plow trucks would have to enter into the driveway to hit them.  Hafften informed the board that this is not about hitting the rocks with a plow but the safety of snowmobiles and believes that there is a law about the size of rocks allowed in the right of way.  
Crew Hafften informed the board of a plastic culvert at 1505 20th St. SE that needs metal aprons.  Hafften stated that the metal aprons would help locate the culvert in the winter for maintenance.  Hafften also noted that this resident did not purchase a driveway permit when the plastic culvert was installed.  The board discussed sending a letter to the resident and Supervisor Beise will speak to the resident about getting a permit and metal aprons.  

Crew Hafften informed the boards of a driveway along 30th St. SE that Buffalo Bituminous was suppose to have signs and gates.  Supervisor Beise will check with Buffalo Bituminous about the permit and the requirements.  
Crew Hafften questioned the board about Eastwood and informed the board that the sloping and fill was completed.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to have Eastwood core tested as the other two developments were.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Crew Hafften informed the board that garage door #1 would not close completely because of the bearings.  The board suggested getting the door fixed.  

Crew Hafften informed the board that he will work again for Franklin Township next Tuesday.  

Supervisor Eckblad informed Hafften that Royal mentioned that it would be one week out for the material for 529 Halsey Ave. SE.

Continued Items:
Clerk Review Decision –

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to table this item to the next regular meeting for all supervisors to be present.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Boondocks – 
Boondocks requested the board approve the liquor license application to stay open until 2 am.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to grant the 2 am liquor license extension for Boondocks.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
New Agenda Items:


Bob Perry – Renewing Mining and Fill Permit – Groskruetz Pit-
Bob Perry requested the board approve extending the permit for his conditional use permit for the Groskruetz Pit.  Approximately 75,000 cubic yards remain for removal.  The backfill and restoration work is approximately 40% on its way. 
A resident had concerns about extending the conditional use permit for another year since the road was not being maintained properly.  Perry informed the board that he would keep better track of the policing of the road, scrape down, and haul in MNDOT class five gravel for the road.    
Supervisor Otto noted that this past week he looked at this road and informed the board that it was fine and there was not a mess on the roads because of the hauling.  Otto also informed the board that the condition of the road was because of the rain and the regular traffic.  
Supervisor McDougall informed Perry that she does receive numerous calls about the condition of the road and recommended taking care of the complaint better.  Perry noted the concerns and will try to do a better job at policing and maintaining the road.   

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to recommend approval to renew the mining and fill permit for Bob Perry for the Groskruetz pit and to review the permit in one year.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
LHB Invoices / Core Samples for Trumpeters Pass and Rockford Ranch – 

Joe Litman the designer of the Gabler Ravine project from LHB Engineering, answered questions from the board about the design and erosion of the ravine.  
The board questioned a few different areas of the ravine that had a substantial amount of erosion.   LHB informed the board that this design would have held up if there were not so many 50-year storms.  When the turf is established, it should have held from eroding but the turf did not get a chance to establish because of the lack of rain in a four-week period and then the back-to-back storms.  
Supervisor Otto believed that the engineering had something to do with the erosion in the ravine and that LHB should eat up some of the cost.  Tim Korby part owner of LHB Engineering informed the board that he would take care of the one bill for $7,444.77.  

Trumpeters Pass core samples.  

Tim Korby from LHB informed the board that he did notify the township and Tom Belanger as soon as the official results were in from AET for the core samples.  The letter of credit was renewed because of the preliminary findings.  Korby noted that although this was unfortunate to have the letter of credit renewed, there was nothing else he could do to get the samples back any sooner.  
Rockford Ranch core samples -   

Korby recommended a 1 inch overlay or charge a fee of $30,000 encumbrance from the developer for future repairs to the developer for the cost of the over lay.  This will be discussed at the next regular meeting.    

City of Rockford Annexation Discussion- 

Supervisor McDougall presented to the residents a colored map indicating the City of Rockford’s proposed orderly annexation area.  McDougall informed residents that the City would like to get a commitment from the Township so the City can plan for future growth for the Cities sewer and water.

Supervisor McDougall informed residents that the Township currently does not have an orderly annexation agreement with the City.  Residents expressed their concerns of not wanting to enter into any agreement with the City of Rockford.  Residents recommended the Township becoming a city so that the surrounding entities could not annex more land.  

Residents questioned why the township would enter into an orderly annexation agreement.  Supervisor Otto explained the process of annexing and the benefits to enter into an orderly annexation agreement.  

Supervisor Beise recommended working with the County on a plan for the traffic and the future housing.  Some residents agreed that the township should put a hold on any agreements to see what the County is going to have in their plan.  

Supervisor McDougall suggested a possible smaller agreement with the City of Rockford until a county plan is in place.  

Residents were concerned with higher taxes if they were to be annexed into the City.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Beise and seconded by McDougall to not go into an orderly annexation agreement with the City of Rockford until the County sees what they want to do.  Motion failed three to one.  Opposed:  Supervisors McDougall, Eckblad, and Otto.  In Favor:  Supervisor Beise.    

A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to mail notices to all residents that are in the proposed annexation area.  Eckblad amended the motion to include all residents of Rockford Township.  McDougall amended the second to the motion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Operation Clean Up – 3613 Feldman Ave. SE

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to continue this item to the next regular meeting and have the clerk send the resident a letter notifying them of the meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Public Comment – NONE
Supervisors
Supervisor Eckblad – Eckblad Mentioned sending a report to OSHA about repairing the garage doors.  Clerk McDougall informed the Board that this was completed.  
Supervisor McDougall – McDougall updated the board about the annexation meeting that Eckblad and she attended.  
Supervisor Otto – Otto questioned if the clerk was going to have the report completed for the pay equity meeting.  Clerk McDougall informed the board that it would be ready for the meeting. 

Otto recommended adding the letter of resignation from Deputy Clerk Deeds into the meeting binder for residents to review.  A resident informed Otto it was already in the meeting binder.  
Otto questioned the purchase of two coffee pots.  Supervisor McDougall informed the board that the previous coffee pot burnt out.  

Otto questioned Clerk McDougall about the 8th St gully.  Clerk McDougall informed Otto that the road has been repaired from the other entity.  

Otto suggested putting annexation money into a separate account so that residents can see how and where that money is spent.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad that all annexation payments should be put in a specific fund or dedicated reserve for annexation issues and or to be decided at the next annual township meeting on how it should be spent.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Supervisor Beise – None
Clerk – 
· Sound System – The clerk informed the board that the tapes will record 60 minutes and the CD will record a little bit longer.  The Clerk will get quotes for a sound system along with the recording system.
Funds Report 
None
Review of Bills –
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to pay Claims # 12546 to # 12567 for $29,294.75.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
A Motion by Eckblad and seconded by Otto to adjourn at 9:45 PM.
________________________________________________ Date:________________

Dennis Beise (chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date:________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk / Treasurer)
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