October 14th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The October 14th 2003 regular Town meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m., the pledge to the flag was recited.  Present were Beise, McDougall and Kelley, excused were Husom and Walker.  The Chair asked for any additions to the agenda, there were none.  The minutes from the September 23rd 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Supervisor McDougall requested one change to page two at the bottom regarding a barking dog complaint.  The correction should read: The resident passed out furnished a log of documented dates and hours that the barking occurred, and dates the Deputy Sheriff was out.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to accept the minutes from the September 23rd 2003 meeting with the change.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Continued Items:  None at this time.

Scott Brecht representing Open Trails, an ATV club, was present to inquire about renting the hall for an ATV training course.  Mr. Brecht informed the Board that there would be a written exam which would be held inside the hall and an obstacle course set up outside in the hall parking lot.  The safety course is for kids from age 12-15 to teach them how to handle a bigger ATV.  The Course is a volunteer non-profit program that the Club will put on with the help from the DNR.  Mr. Brecht felt if using the Hall and parking lot works out, that the ATV club would put on a couple of safety courses during the spring and summer.  Mr. Brecht also informed the Board that the Town Hall is not liable for accidents, and that the club will not be tearing up the lot, and will drag it after the course to ensure that it is left in the same shape prior to the course.  The Board informed Mr. Brecht that usually the hall is no charge for youth groups except that the ATV club wants to have their course on a Saturday.  Saturdays are typically wedding rentals, which the ATV club would be tying up the hall, so a fee might need to be charged.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continue this item to the October 28th meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Martha McPhee was present to request approval of a CUP for a 40-dog English/American Foxhound kennel to be located at the corner of Calder Avenue SE & 10th Street SE.  Ms. McPhee handed out plans for a kennel, which included a new building to house the dogs.  There would be a full time person living in the existing house to care for the dogs.  Ms McPhee informed the Board that there are 30 members and members help with the exercising of the hounds which takes place 5 mornings a week.  The Board inquired about fox hunts and if the horses were going to be ridden on the road.  Ms. McPhee told the Board that the only time the riders are on the road is to cross it, and that the riders have to get permission from private property owners to hold their fox hunts.  The Board asked about barking, and was told that the hounds are quieter when they are being exercised and like all dogs they do bark when something exciting is going on.  Ms. McPhee told the Board that the hounds would be back in the kennel by the evening, which would cut the outside disturbance.  The Board inquired about references and Ms. McPhee told them they could check with Franklin Township.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to continue this item to the October 28th meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

October 28th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting Continued

Dennis Beise presented for approval, a preliminary plat for a 12-lot PUD, and a request for a rezoning of his land located across from the hall.  Mr. Beise informed the Board that his PUD/Rezone fits in the Township’s Land Use Plan, and that shared access from 2-lots would come out onto the County road.  The Board inquired what Mr. Beise was going to do with the rest of the land, if he was going to mine it.  Mr. Beise responded that he would farm the rest and has no intention of mining the land at this time.  He also informed the Board that he would be paying park dedication to the County.  Supervisor McDougall asked if she could do a site visit and walk the property, Mr. Beise had no problem with a site inspection.  Supervisor Kelley stated that this item could not be voted on due to the fact that 2-Supervisors were not in attendance, and Mr. Beise would be abstaining from voting.  The Board told Mr. Beise he should call the Tom Salkowski to see if he should go forth or delay his approval.

Amending the Annexation Compensation Policy was discussed.  Supervisor Kelley felt that the description of “improved” land should be clarified by the Assessor’s information on residents tax statements.  The compensation for annexation will change from $300 an acre to $500 an acre.  Motion by Kelley, second McDougall to accept the changes with the clarifying of what “improved” land would be.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Public Comments:  Frances Rucks – Frances was not present but filled out a form to submit to the Chair regarding the Rockford school levy.  Frances wanted to know what to do about the levy if it passed because her and her parents would no be able to afford the increase of taxes.  The Board was sympathetic; unfortunately there was nothing that could be done.  Kay Iwanski – Kay was inquiring about a particular dog problem.  Supervisor Kelley informed the resident that she would address that problem when it was time for the Supervisor’s report. 

Supervisors:

Supervisor Kelley:  Contacted the County regarding what steps would be taken regarding a citation issued for breaking the Township’s Dog Ordinance.  Supervisor Kelley was informed by the County Attorney that a court date had been set, and provided her with the consequences that may be handed down to resolve the issue.  The first offense would probably be a fine anywhere from $100 to $200 minimum to $1,000 maximum, with no jail time just probation.  If another citation would be issued there would be more fines.  

Received a call from a resident inquiring about rezoning and splitting their land, which was 12 acres, into two lots a 5-acre and a 7-acre.   Supervisor Kelley thought the resident was not able to split the acreage due to the Land Plan.    

Informed the Board that the Township will be receiving the construction plans for how the new road, 10th Street SE (by Always Insulation) was constructed.

October 14th 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting Continued

Supervisors:
McDougall: Informed the Board that she sent the Annexation Agreement for the City of Buffalo to the Attorney.  

The Land Plan Committee wanted to tour the Township on Sunday October 19th at 12:30 p.m.

Discussed the emergency site inspection at the Farmington road project that Supervisor Beise and her attended, along with all the technical people.  They discussed a bad material area in the road.  According to Buffalo Bituminous, installing fabric in the bad areas should be sufficient; fabric is covered in the contract.  There will not be a need to dig 15 feet down and dig out all the material, the contractor can dig down a couple of feet take off class-5, lay fabric, and put more sand and gravel down.  McDougall informed the Board that the road should be posted 5-Ton even though it is a 9-Ton due to Buffalo Township’s road being a 5-Ton road.  

Beise:  Nothing at this time.

Clerk:  Reminded the Board that she would be going on vacation that week.  

Told the Board that the registrations for the Annual Township Meeting in November should be filled out and returned to the Clerk by the week of October 20th.

Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve payments from 09/24/03 through 10/14/03 totaling $21,417.03 paid by check #11458 through #11498    All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to approve the funds report minus dedicated reserve funds for the end of September 2003, with the total funds being $365,660.81 located in checking, savings, CD’s and petty cash.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items completed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:08 p.m.

Chair
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