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Approved
October 18, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, and Otto, Clerk McDougall, Crew Schlagel and Crew Hafften.  Supervisor Daluge was excused.
Agenda: 
Paving of 22nd Street turnaround was added under maintenance crew after Mowing of Trumpeters Pass, New Item number 9 was canceled and Supervisor Otto questioned the agenda format with the promotion of the new township website and not the other website.
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the October 4, 2005 agenda with the requested changes.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Meeting Minutes: 
· Meeting Minutes from September 6, 2005

Supervisor Otto wants to reach the resident about the letter that was sent to them about rocks in the right of way. 

Supervisor Eckblad noted that he passed his comments to the Clerk about the adjustments to the letter. 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the meeting minutes of September 6, 2005 with the changes and if there are any problems, we can address at a later date.  Motion carried three to one.  In favor:  Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, and McDougall.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto.  
· Meeting Minutes from October 4, 2005
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the October 4, 2005 with the changes.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Correction and additions of September 6, 2005 Meeting minutes

Supervisor Otto asked if the Chair was opening bank statements as recommended by the township auditing firm Auditor.  

Correction and additions of October 4, 2005 Meeting minutes

Joe Francis presented the board some options for the correction of the drainage problems.  Francis recommended option four, which includes two storm sewer manholes catch basins, 170 feet of 18” culvert
Francis proposed purchasing all the culvert and grant the easement to the township and the township would purchase the storm sewer manholes catch basins at a cost of approximately $700.00 to $1,000.00 each.  

Crew Schlagel recommended renting a small track hoe to install the storm sewer manholes catch basins
The Board discussed purchasing the materials and having Francis have his contractor install the culvert and storm sewer manholes catch basins.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Daluge to send mailings to residents if it any items concerning them. 

 A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Otto to allow Qwest Gridor Construction Company to place, and construct the telephone utility along Eaken and 27th St. SE.

Maintenance Crew
Mowing - Trumpeters Pass and Rockford Ranch
The board discussed not maintaining the roads that are not taken over from the township.  This would include snow plowing and mowing.     
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to not do any maintaining of roads that are not taken over by the township.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.    

Snow Plowing – Part Time Employee –
Crew Hafften informed the board that our part time employee Henry Aslakson will not be able to fill in for snow plowing and suggested that the town hire another part time employee to fill in for plowing in the winter.  The board agreed to put an add in the paper to hire a part time maintenance crew.

A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to put an add in the paper to find a part time personnel with the same rate as other part time employee for snow plowing.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
22nd Street SE Turnaround-

The board discussed the radius of the turnaround and reviewed the map of the turnaround.  It was the understanding of resident Olson that the turnaround would be 80 feet.  Olson also mentioned to the board that the crown of the road is too high.  Olson stated you could not see the driveway approaches. 

The radius was quoted for a 55-foot radius from MN Hot Mix.  
Maynard Olson asked the board to pave an additional 14 x 40 foot strip to the east.  Olson informed the board that this was discussed in the original agreement and felt the board should stand by what was originally agreed upon since Olson dedicated this land for the turnaround.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to tar the additional 14 x 40 feet strip.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Beise informed the board that paving would be done on October 19, 2005 and Supervisor Beise and Crew Hafften will be meeting the pavers out at the site to inform them of the proper size of the turnaround and the additional strip to be paved for an additional $540.00.  

Continued Items:
None
New Agenda Items:

Wayne Parks 7167 9th St. SE– Move in Structure 32x26 (Garage)

Parks requested approval from the board to have a 32 x 26 garage structure moved onto his lot, which is 1.88 acres and this, would be 15 feet from the property line and 80 feet from the center of the road.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to recommend approval for the conditional use permit to move a 32 x 26 garage structure on to the property.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Supervisor Otto noted that this structure would not have living quarters.  

Tom Belanger - Trumpeters Pass – Road Completion/ Letter of Credit Renewal

Tom Belanger requested that the board take over the Eaken Ave. SE.  Bellanger also informed the board that the road went beyond what was suppose to be done and the road has been completed.  Bellanger also informed the board that it was not his fault that the previous engineer that was hired by the township, left the firm.  The board discussed the areas that were broken up on the base course and the pavement should be 3.5 inches total.  The township is waiting for the core samples to come back from the township engineer.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto, seconded by Eckblad to accept Iffert Ave. SE road because the township failed to keep up on their end of the deal, and failed to get the core testing back from their engineers by this meeting.  Motion tied two to two.  In favor:  Supervisors Otto and Eckblad.  Opposed:  Supervisors McDougall and Beise.   

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall to continue to 3:30 October 25, 2005.  McDougall with drew the motion.  
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to allow the chair to be in contact with LHB Engineering and find out the results of the core samples.  The chair may authorize Bellanger not to have the letter of credit renewed if the core samples are good.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

The Clerk will notify Wright County Planning and Zoning if the letter of credit needs to be renewed.  


Zimmerman 166 Gillard Ave. SE – Update on Conditional Use Permit for fill  
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to allow the conditional use permit to bring in approximately 450 cubic yards of fill.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Westford Meadows Open Space Improvement – 

Dwight Gunnarson requested board approval for a new Open Space Improvement for Westford Meadows Development.  

Gunnarson informed the board this open space improvement would be located on the east side of the development.  The proposed changes would be to remove and sell 170,000 cubic yards of material for a 10-foot deep pond, with 5 to 1 slopes and a bituminous walking path around the pond.  

The proceeds from the material sold may be put towards the association for up keep of the pond.     

Gunnarson informed the board that four lots near this open space would not be sold until the project is completed.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Otto to give concept approval to alter the layout for Westford Meadows Open Space plat with final approval when the County response form is received from the county.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.     
Sheila Carlson – State Highway 25 SE -Vacate Township road along Crawford Lake –
Canceled until further information can be obtained from Carlson.
Shawn Riley informed the board of information he found on annexation 

Riley presented to the board laws pertaining to annexation.  Statue 414.033 Annexation by Ordinance.  Riley also presented annexation agreements from other entities to compare to the Hanover Orderly Annexation Agreement.  Residents expressed concern that the City of Hanover does not seem to want to commit to providing city sewer and water.  Residents expressed concern that the City should abide by the state statues before putting an Orderly Annexation Agreement together.  Residents suggested the town board present an Orderly Annexation Agreement to the City.  

Supervisor Otto informed residents that the Orderly Annexation is a dead issue.  Residents disagreed and stated this does not have to be one extreme to another but planning needs to be done.  Otto recommended that residents find out from the county what the mill rates are for the surrounding entities.
Resolution #2005-10.18 Accepting Bid for 30th Street SE Paving Project
The board discussed the funds report and concluded that the funds may not be available this year to complete this project.  Supervisor McDougall informed the board that there would be a better understanding in January or February of 2006 for funding of projects.    
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to deny the bid for 30th St. SE Paving Project and possibly re-bidding after looking at the finances in 2006.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Notice of Award – paving project 30th St. SE and Deadrick overlay

Resolution did not pass so this item was not needed.
Clerk Review Decision – 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to table this item to the next regular meeting for all supervisors to be present.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Maintenance Crew Overtime –

In a previous meeting one of the crew questioned if overtime could be worked when grading roads.  The board suggested discussing this at a future meeting.  Supervisors Eckblad and McDougall recommended finishing the job when weather conditions are right.  
Crew Schlagel suggested to the board that Compensatory time could save the township from paying the overtime rate.  Schlagel recommended a limit of 40 hours to be accrued.  The board did not discuss this further.  Supervisor Otto stated over time must be paid in the week that it is worked as stated in previous meeting minutes.  
Crew Schlagel questioned the board if he could carry over one week of vacation.  Crew Hafften informed the board that the snowplows needed to be put on the trucks and other work needs to be completed this month.  The board decided to carry 1 week of vacation over for crew Schlagel.  

Stop Signs – Gabler Ave. SE and 22nd St. SE

The board discussed the dangers at this intersection.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to approve the placement of stop signs on 22nd St. SE at the intersection of Gabler Ave. and 22nd St. SE to include stop ahead signs placed in the appropriate distance from the stop sign.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Set Meeting Date for Pay Equity

The pay equity meeting will be November 3, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the town hall.

Public Comment – Bob Perry informed the board that the conditional use permit for the Groskruetz mining is going to expire November 15, 2005.  Perry asked for the board approval to extend this conditional use permit.  Perry informed the board that when the permit was issued it was May 15, 2003.  The mining did not start until months later.  Approximately 75,000 cubic yards remain for removal.  The backfill and restoration work is approximately 40% on its way.  
Supervisors
Supervisor Eckblad – 

Supervisor Eckblad asked the clerk to get a waiver for residents that waves damages when a town road is vacated.  Eckblad suggested contacting the association.  This information will then be given to Sheila Carlson regarding the vacation of a road along Crawford Lake.    
Supervisor McDougall – 

Supervisor McDougall questioned Maynard Olson if he was going to continue the request for rezoning.  Olson informed the board that he would address this issue again in the spring of 2006.
Supervisor McDougall informed the board that the broken front glass door has been paid by the hall user.  

Supervisor McDougall felt that the board needs to delegate projects to supervisors so items can be followed through.  
Supervisor McDougall questioned if the lighting in the shop was addressed when OSHA did their walk through.  Supervisor Eckblad informed the board that item was not mentioned.  
Supervisor Otto –  
Supervisor Otto requested the clerk to come up with a percentage of her statutory duties before the pay equity meeting.  Clerk McDougall informed the board she will try to come up with something but because of the election on November 1, 2005, she may not get the time to do the report.  

Supervisor Otto informed the board of rocks on the edge of the road in Trumpeters Pass.  

Supervisor Otto requested Clerk McDougall to get a letter of resignation from the former Deputy Clerk.  

Supervisor Beise – NONE 
Clerk – 
· Sound System – The clerk will find out how many minutes of recording can be for a cassette tape and how many minutes for a CD.  
· Copier – The clerk informed the board that the copier does not work and the cost to repair it would be $650.00.  The copier was purchased in 1994.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Eckblad to purchase the copier with the first two options.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

· Operation Clean-Up - 3613 Feldman Ave. SE – This item will be on the next agenda and the clerk will notify him by letter that this will be on the next agenda.  
· Reschedule the Nov. 1, 2005 regular meeting (Election Day) – This meeting was scheduled to November 2, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. 
Funds Report 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to Accept the funds report through October 18, 2005.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Review of Bills –
The board requested that LHB Engineering be on the next agenda to discuss the amount of the claims.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Otto to pay Claims # 12522 to # 12545 for $25,991.50.  LHB Claims for $21,614.90 will be held.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
A Motion by Beise to adjourned Supervisor Otto if so moved at 11:00 PM.
________________________________________________ Date:________________

Dennis Beise (chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date:________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk / Treasurer)
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