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October 3, 2006           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Deitering, Eckblad, McDougall, Otto, Clerk McDougall and Crew Schlagel.

Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the agenda with the following additions. 5a) Brad Miller 9) Crossroads Animal Shelter.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes: 



September 19, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to approve the September 19, 2006 regular meeting minutes as printed. Motion carried 4 to 1.  In favor: Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, McDougall and Deitering.  Opposed: Supervisor Otto felt the minutes were incorrect but would not give a reason why.    
Maintenance Crew


Road Maintenance


Crew Schlagel asked the board if the maintenance crew should be mowing and plowing Westford Meadows and Eastwood Ave SE.  The board instructed Schlagel that these areas have not been officially taken over by the town for maintenance.  


PT Snow Plow Driver


Schlagel suggested having a third snowplow driver to plow.  Schlagel recommended having the part time snowplow driver plow to get experience.  This would also help to save on over time.  The board agreed to have the part time driver come in to plow when the new truck arrives.


Letter for 3990 27th St. SE – Cement in right-of-way and driveway permit.

The board stated that the crew should talk to the owner of the property to correct the problem before sending out a letter.  

Salt Shed


The board discussed the proposed salt shed, the consensus of the board was to approve the location of the shed which will be south of the pine trees, and the crew and board will stake out where the pad will be.  The board will work on the salt shed plans over the winter so it will be ready to be built by spring of 2007.   
Land Use Plan

Ken Felger was present with an update of the upcoming meeting.  The meeting will be held on October 9, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. at the Wright County Government Center.  Clerk McDougall will post the meeting.  
Supervisor Eckblad discussed the letter that needs to be sent to Tom Salkowski in response to the City of Rockford.  See the Clerk to view the letter from the City of Rockford and the response letter from the township.

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to send Tom Salkowski the letter in response to the City of Rockford’s letter.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In Favor:  Supervisor Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto stated that the township should have equal amount of time to talk about the plans for the land use plan for the Rockford Township.  

Supervisor McDougall gave the board an update from the City of Hanover’s meeting.

Hanover is working on their comprehensive plan and will look into protecting sensitive areas such as the river, wetlands and prairie lands.
 

The planner was anticipating a 7 square mile orderly annexation area.  The City Administrator commented that if an annexation was agreed to in phases, he understood the township might want to have one phase annexed to a certain percent before they could move to the next phase.
 

Rockford City Council Member Greg Altringer was present and suggested that the Hanover City Council meet with the Rockford City Council to determine which areas in Rockford Township they would lay claim to, so they do not overlap.
 

Supervisor McDougall asked about Hanover's view in the participation of the County's Task Force for the Northeast Quadrant, they stated that cities are like independent islands, and they can do as they wish.
 

Tom Salkowski, from Wright County Planning & Zoning attended the meeting in the audience; one of his comments was that if land is to be annexed into the city from a township, the city should be providing services that the township can not (centralized sewer & water).
 

There was a question about a sign on the Wagner property that was annexed, offering lots with city services.  Dan Buchholtz, City Administrator, reported the final plat has not been submitted or approved, and it has not been determined if water & sewer will be provided.  He will contact the Developer, Mr. Farr, to remove the sign.
 

Mayor Paulin was not aware of the plans for development on the Wetter property at this time.
 

 Supervisor Otto suggested the township come up with a land use plan to present to the SEH regarding the Wright County Northeast Quadrant Land Use Plan.  This item was continued to October 4, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 
Felger informed the board that the City of Rockford Planning and Zoning Commission would be holding a public hearing on October 12, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. to review comprehensive plans to Ordinance #1002 Subdivision Regulations.

Supervisor Otto requested the Clerk get a copy of the City of Rockford’s regular meetings and Planning Commission agendas and minutes.  The Clerk does not have to fax them to Otto but call him so he can pick them up when they are ready.  

New Agenda Items:
Halsey Paving Project - Financial Matters / Project Update - 

Jim Tiggelaar from LHB Engineering was present to give the board an update on the paving project.  Copies of the DNR permit and the Highway Department permit were given to the clerk.    

Bruce Kimmel from Springsted Incorporated provided the board information about bonding for the assessing and bonding procedures for the Halsey Avenue paving project.  Tiggelaar informed the board that the numbers in the Springsted report are going to be close to accurate.  

Resident Brad Miller 632 Halsey Ave. SE expressed concern about a retaining wall that was removed from his driveway by the contractors of the Halsey Paving Project and asked the board for the wall to be replaced.  Miller informed the board that this wall prevented the driveway from washing out.  The board informed Miller that turf and erosion control will be installed on this paving project, which will help the driveway from being washed out.  The townships policy does not allow retaining walls in the township right-of-way.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering that the retaining wall stay removed from 632 Halsey Ave. SE.  Also noted the residents concerns with the possibility of the driveway washing out.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.         
Great River Energy- proposal of new access south of existing access - 

Great River Energy provided information to the board requesting a new access to their property because of the dust issues with their current access.  The board suggested that if there were other issues besides the dust then they should approach the board at another meeting.

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to use the existing access and tar the existing driveway to control the dust.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Joanne Hanley – Incorporation - 

Joanne Hanley presented the board with information about incorporation.  Hanley discussed the process that another township went through to become a city. 
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to continue this item for October 4, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. for further discussion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Financial Planning for Halsey Ave. SE Paving Project

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to use Springsted Incorporated as the financial directory for the Halsey Bonding.  Motion carried 4 to 1.  In favor:  Supervisor Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto disagrees with bonding for this project and that it should have been planned out sooner.  

Planning Commission Recommendations

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the recommendations made by the Planning Commission from the October 3, 2006 meeting. Motion carried 4 to 1.  In favor:  Supervisor Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, and Deitering.  Opposed:  Supervisor Otto disagrees that the township planning and zoning is not operating correctly.
Crossroads – 
Richard and Carol Dobbelaire informed the board of a dog that they had on their property and somehow the dog had gotten away and then later picked up and brought into the Crossroads animal shelter.  Richard and Carol explained to the board that they were trying to place this dog to another family since it was originally taken from another resident who is not allowed to have animals.  Dobbelaire felt they should not have to pay the fee from Crossroads to get the animal back.  The Board consensus was to treat this impound like any other dog impound the township has to pay for.  It will be the responsibility of Dobbelaire to pay the fine to get the dog back.  The clerk will contact Crossroads to discuss the holding fee for since the township had to hear the case before the animal could be released to the owners.  

Public Comment – 
Bill Warner informed the board about a discount on trees for planting and use of Warner’s tree planter.  This information will be provided in a newsletter.  
Bill Warner also had concerns of the material being hauled into the Vanlith Pit.  Jack Russek from the Count y stated everything was being taken care of.

Jack Russek – informed the board of the dirt bike complaint on Jansen Ave. SE.  If the board wants to enforce a noise ordinance then they would have to contact the county attorney.  Supervisor Otto noted that the decision was made at a previous town meeting to not take any action on this matter.  
Supervisors

Supervisor Beise – Beise informed the board of the information he received about sludge being hailed into the township.
Supervisor Deitering – Deitering informed the board that he filled out the response form for the Wright County Townships Meeting with the county to discuss Planning and Zoning procedures.  There has not been a meeting date set for this but more information will be posted.   
Supervisor Eckblad – None

Supervisor McDougall – None
Supervisor Otto – None
Clerk McDougall – None
Funds Report 

None
 Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and second by Eckblad to pay claim #13684 through claim #13712, for $41,019.94 including payroll. Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

This meeting was continued to October 4, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Town Hall.  Supervisors present were Beise, Eckblad, McDougall, Deitering, Otto, and Clerk McDougall.  

The board had discussion land use planning for Rockford Township for orderly growth.  The board worked on a tentative plan for all areas of the township consisting of light industrial, one per five–acre lots with preferred cluster development with restrictions.  The board discussed developer agreements, money for parks and sensible road planning.    

A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to have the Chair contact Dean Johnson, the land planner suggested and set-up a special meeting between him and the township board as soon as possible.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Deitering to amend their motion to call the special meeting a workshop.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

The consensus of the board agreed on a tentative land use plan for Rockford Township that will be presented to SEH - Wright County Northeast Quadrant Land Use Plan Committee at the October 9, 2006 mtg.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by McDougall to adjourn at 9:35 p.m. 

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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