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October 7, 2008           

Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Deitering, Eckblad, and McDougall, Clerk McDougall and Crew Schlagel.  Supervisor Kjome was absent. 
Agenda 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the agenda as printed.   Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the September 16, 2008 regular meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Continued Items -None

Public Comment-None
New Agenda Items 

October 7, 2008 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to approve the October 7, 2008 Planning Commission recommendations as presented. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
Helen Steiner and Township Property discussion
In 1980 and 1981 the parcel # 215-100-221102, which belongs to the township as a road was, suppose to be transferred to the Steiner parcel #215-100-221200.  This township road was never established and maintained as a roadway.  Steiner was under the impression that this was her property and has had a gate up for 15-20 years as private property.  Recently hunters were on her property and stated they accessed the state land from the township parcel.  The former town board was going to look into this if it could be vacated to Steiner.  This item was not followed through in 1981 and Helen Steiner requested the township board to look into transferring that parcel to her parcel.  Clerk McDougall will look into the process of vacating the parcel.     
Maintenance Crew

Crew Schlagel was present.  Schlagel informed the board that Ziegler loaned a loader to the township for a couple days to test the equipment.  The possibility of purchasing a loader will be discussed at the budget meeting on October 14, 2008.  The board instructed Schlagel to haul more than the previous 20 -25 loads of Class 1 and class 3 gravel while we are testing the loader and since the gravel is at an affordable rate.       
Salt Shed


A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to pay the remaining amount for the salt shed, withholding $15,000.00 for the unfinished ordinary surface finish for the cement, since it was not completed by October 4, 2008 per the letter from the township attorney.  The township will finish the remainder of the work in the spring of 2009.   Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Halsey Avenue-Knife River Final Payment

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to pay the retainage of $5,000.00 to Knife River for the Halsey Avenue Paving Project.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Supervisor Deitering – None
Supervisor McDougall – Supervisor McDougall discussed her visit with congress staff in Washington DC, Townships discussed funding for the federal mandate to replace hazard road signs in the upcoming transportation bill.  Two other items of discussion were removing the FICA for volunteers and elected officials earning less than $1,300 per year and continuing funding for the Highway 55 Corridor Coalition in the upcoming transportation bill.
Supervisor McDougall met with Nancy Carswell and Greg Altringer from the City of Rockford last week to show the city the differences the township made to the orderly annexation agreement compared to the Monticello agreement.  The board discussed trying to set up a meeting with the City of Rockford and the Township after the November 4, 2008 elections to work on an orderly annexation agreement.  Clerk McDougall will contact the City to get some dates that might work for a meeting.

Supervisor McDougall informed the board that the Buffalo Jaycees would like to show their appreciation by donating an item or two of $300.00 or more to the township for all the years, the township has allowed them to use the building as a meeting place.  The board discussed possible stove or new frames for the bulletin boards.  

Supervisor Eckblad – Supervisor Eckblad discussed the new green acres law that was passed and how the legislature will try and work to change it.
Supervisor Beise – Supervisor Beise suggested the board send letters to the legislature to try and get the green acres law changed.  Supervisor Beise noted that the township would try to help as much as possible with the 2010 census so everyone is counted.  
Clerk – Clerk McDougall informed the board of a request from the telephone company to install a new line but would have to dig up the new blacktop on Halsey Ave. SE.  The telephone company stated the gas line is in the middle of the roadway and they would have to expose the gas line while burying through with the new line.  The board suggested an overhead wire, which would have to meet the township height requirements or Goliath Company to use their vacuum truck.  The board stated they would not allow the blacktop to be dug up on Halsey Ave. SE.  Clerk McDougall will inform the telephone company of the options available.
The board discussed preparing a letter for Elmer Eichelberg to inform the county that the township would be interested in forming a committee with other entities to explore the one per twenty option.   
Funds Report - None
Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to pay claim #15056 through claim #115090, in the amount of $21,300.86, including payroll.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk /Treasurer)
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