Rockford Township

Animal Control Policy # 2000-1 – 6.26.01
Introduction:  The Policy of Rockford Township regarding Animal Control is that any dogs that are considered nuisances shall be handled by the Township following the procedures set forth in this policy.  The Township will use Board members, Township Employees, and Township equipment, and an Animal Impound facility to provide this service.  Definitions and details are contained in the Township’s Dog Ordinance.  
1. Scope:  This policy shall apply to nuisance (complaint) animals, and strays.  This policy does not apply to cats.

2. Procedures:

Animal Control Officers:  
Animals can be picked up by Board members, Township Employees, or an authorized law enforcement official.  The Town may use a live trap to capture nuisance or stray animals.  After hour compensation for Township Employees shall be at a minimum of 2-hours, plus mileage if own vehicle is used.  Town Board members may be compensated at $10.00 per hour, and mileage if own vehicle is used.  
Vicious Animals: 

Any Resident that encounters a vicious animal should contact the Sheriff’s office directly.  

Nuisance Animals:  

Complaint form needs to be signed.  Complaints may need to cooperate in the process of capturing nuisance animals, by allowing the live trap to be placed on their property.  At no time will complainants be asked to deal with vicious animals.  Animals taken in response to a complaint form must be turned over to the impound facility.  Animal’s owner must pay the impound fees as described in the Dog Ordinance.  Complainant’s name will be held in confidence unless the matter goes to court.

Non-Impound Animals:

Upon the receipt of a signed complaint, the Clerk will send a letter regarding the alleged nuisance animal, and a copy of the Township’s Dog Ordinance to the owner.  If the situation is not resolved, it will be placed on the agenda of a regular Town Board meeting, for the Town Board to consider the dispatch of a Deputy to issue a citation in accordance to Section 13, of the Dog Ordinance.  

Stray Animals:

If a stray or lost animal’s owner can be readily identified, the animal may be returned without a fee, at the discretion of the Staff.  Any stray or lost animal may be impounded at any time; the owner, if identified, will be responsible for any fees.
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