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September 1, 2020
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order 
Chairperson Beise called the meeting to order 7:00 p.m. at the Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Eckblad, Deitering, McDougall, Kjome, Clerk McDougall and Crew Schlagel and Miller.  
Agenda
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Public Hearing for County Road 147
The hearing was opened at 7:02 p.m. Christine Husom, Virgil Hawkins and Michael Potter were present from Wright County to conduct the public hearing for the transfer of 300’ of County Road 147(Division St. E) to Rockford Township.  There was no public comment.  Wright County will pay Rockford Township $1,000.00 per year for three years for the maintenance of the 300’ of Division St. (County Road 147).  The hearing adjourned at 7:09p.m. 
Meeting Minutes 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the August 4, 2020 meeting minutes as printed.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Maintenance Crew  
Resignation

Maintenance Crew Richard Schlagel submitted a resignation letter to the Town Board.  Schlagle’s last day will be November 4, 2020.  The Town Board thanked him for 44 years of service.  Supervisor McDougall discussed the history of how Schlagel was hired November 4, 1976 under the CETA program (Comprehensive Employment and Training Act) which was signed into law by President Richard Nixon December 28, 1973.  A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to regretfully accept the resignation of Richard Schlagel effective November 4, 2020.  Motion carried unanimously.

Chip/Seal quotes
Allied quote was $74,647.44.  Pearson Brothers quote was $63,495.30.  Chairperson Beise approved the quote for Pearson Brothers, Inc. $63,495.30.
Truck Quote per State Contract

The maintenance department is gathering information for the purchase of a dump/plow truck.  The truck will take approximately two years to build.  The Board will approve at a future meeting.
Discuss full-time employment for the maintenance department

The Board discussed advertising for the full-time position but decided against that process.  The part-time employee Allen Valentine has been working since December 2019 and his working hours have increased significantly over the past few months.  Clerk McDougall noted he has earned the part-time benefits of vacation and Public Employee Retirement. Crew Schlagel and Miller recommend the Township hire Allen full-time.  A motion was made by Supervisor Kjome and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to hire Allen Valentine full-time effective August 31, 2020 at $23.00 per hour.  Motion carried unanimously.    
Continued Items - None
Public Comment - None
New Items 
September 1, 2020 Planning Commission Recommendations 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the Planning Commission recommendations for September 1, 2020. Motion carried unanimously.
Broadband Update

Supervisor Deitering will continue to work with the State and County to see if broadband can be brought into the Township.  


Election Judge List 2020
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Deitering to approve the updated 2020 election judge list.  Motion carried unanimously.   
September 26, 2020 Clean-up Day
The Board discuss having clean-up day in September but agreed to cancel because of the lack of staff.

Discuss Board meetings to continue once or twice per month

The Board agreed to continue one meeting per month and discuss again at the November 5, 2020 meeting.  
Supervisor Kjome – Discussed the cable hanging on the north side of the building and if it needs to be fixed.
Supervisor Deitering - None

Supervisor McDougall – None
Supervisor Eckblad – Discussed the Maintenance Crew writing a statement about the restoration work that was completed or not completed.  

Eckblad discussed contacting Wright County about the property off Eckert Ave. SE operating a business without a permit.  The property owner did receive a letter from the County but nothing has changed.  Clerk McDougall will contact the County for a follow-up.  
Eckblad discussed updating Ordinance 2007-11 along with the Driveway and R.O.W. permit.  The Board did not make any decisions to proceed.  This may be discussed in the future.

Supervisor Beise – None
Clerk McDougall – Clerk McDougall gave the Board an update on the COVID-19 reimbursement process.  The Township received $84,650.00 for COVID-19 Relief expenses.  The Townships expenses are at approximately $41,000.00 from March 1, 2020 to August 31, 2020.  The Township has made numerous changes due to COVID-19 for office, shop and elections. The Township will have additional expenses from September through November and will track those expenses to be deducted from the remaining funds.  All remaining funds must be returned in December to Wright County.
Funds Report – Through July 31, 2020
A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the Funds Report through July 31, 2020.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Review of Bills 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Kjome to pay 2020 claim #2902 to #2961 in the amount of $223,892.41 including payroll. Motion carried unanimously.
Supervisor Eckblad motioned to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.
 ________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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