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Unapproved
September 20, 2005
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes

Call to Order and the Pledge of Allegiance: 
Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with all joining in for the pledge of allegiance to the Flag.  Present were Supervisors Beise, McDougall, Eckblad, Daluge and Otto, Deputy Clerk Deeds, and Crew Hafften.  
Agenda: 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Meeting Minutes: 
Supervisor Otto had some questions about the unapproved minutes.  A Motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Supervisor Otto to table the approval of meeting minutes of September 6, 2005, until the next regular meeting to allow Clerk McDougall to be present.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Maintenance Crew
Crew member Hafften had nothing to report.
Continued Items:
Pay Equity Compliance
Because of the points awarded to the road crew in determining pay equity compliance, Supervisor Otto questioned when and if one of the crew was a Maintenance Supervisor.  Supervisor McDougall reported that the decision to specify a Maintenance Supervisor was made by a previous Board.  From reading the descriptions from the State job match used to determine points, she believed the difference in the points for the road crew positions was because it was noted that one position did mechanical work.  The Township needs to meet Pay Equity compliance filing by January 2006.  It was suggested that we complete the merit based pay system that the Board had desired to put into effect, with a goal to have that project completed by January.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge to table this item until the next regular meeting for further discussion.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
529 Halsey Drainage Problem – Cost for project

Chair Beise has been contacted by Joe Francis requesting the cost on the project to change the drainage from the road onto his property.  Supervisor Eckblad has been working on costs and estimates a ballpark figure of $6,000 - $8,800.  Crew Hafften suggested a temporary fix using two 45º culvert elbows to divert runoff.
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to table this item until the next regular meeting.  Crew Hafften will meet with Mr. Francis to discuss the alternative.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.
New Agenda Items:

Wright Recycling

P.J. Hanson was present to request an increase in recycling fees of 4% as a fuel increase surcharge.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge Otto and seconded by Supervisor Otto Daluge to approve the 4% surcharge.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Peter Gaupp - Review of Existing Permit – Cond. Use Permit for dog Kennel – 6936 36th St. SE
No known complaints have been received.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Otto to approve the extension of the permit for two years...  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
The next review of this permit will be September 2007.
Marc Daluge - Review of Existing Permit - Conditional Use Permit for Office and Outdoor Storage lot for towing Service – 605 Chamberlain Ave. SE.

No known complaints have been received. 
A Motion was made by Supervisor  McDougall Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to approve the extension of the permit for two years.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
The next review of this permit will be September 2007.
Maynard Olson – 2 Rezoning Requests – 1 to put up Billboards & 1 to Divide Land
Mr. Olson asked the board for permission to change zoning on an Ag parcel he owns that abuts Highway 55 so he can put a billboard on that property.  The property is not allowed to be rezoned for this purpose in our current land use plan; and Mr. Olson was advised that the Board felt it would be spot rezoning.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge to table this item until the next regular meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Mr. Olson then presented a plan to develop some land he owns that abuts Moore Lake.  It was the same plan he had submitted to the Township previously.  On the issue of dividing the land for development, Supervisors Otto, Daluge, and Eckblad will look at the property under discussion.

A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to table this item until the next regular meeting.  This will enable the newer Board members to make individual site inspections of the property.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Brad Burns – Halsey Avenue Paving Project
Mr. Burns stated that at a previous meeting there was a verbal commitment to proceed with this project, and would like to know if the paving will be done.
Supervisor Otto reports that some side street residents are for the project, and some are not, so essentially we are back at square one.
Mr. Burns said they have petitions for Halsey, and petitions for side streets, and they would like at least Halsey to be paved, as the roads are bad.  He requested that the Board re-look at the project.

Supervisor Eckblad estimates $383,904, with 69 homes, will be an assessment of about $5,500.  Mr. Burns estimates more like 70-80 lots available to assess, and a ballpark figure of $5,000.  There was a general discussion of costs for each homeowner.
Supervisor Otto feels the residents should be responsible for future major repairs if this paving is done.

Some warranty should be written into contract with builder.

Supervisor McDougall stated that the worst-case cost for soil correction was used in the feasibility study, and costs that come from soil correction will not be known until the work begins.

Resident Maynard Olson suggested that the future savings on gravel and grading would suggest an assessment in the area of 50% would be more in line for future repairs.

Supervisor Otto felt the road would not meet Township standards, but Mr. Burns disagreed as it will be a 9-ton road as is the standard.

A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor McDougall to table this item until the second regular meeting in November (November 15, 2005).  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Larry Otto – Conditional Use Permit Compliance

Cindy and Ron Flaherty appeared and requested that Larry Otto comply with the conditions set forth in his Conditional Use Permit.  

After a discussion in which Mr. Otto stated reasons why he hasn’t completed the conditions listed in the CUP, Supervisor McDougall suggested the Board request the Wright County Planning and Zoning Department administer the compliance on the Cup, and determine what steps need to be taken.  She felt this was the correct way for this to be handled since Supervisor Otto is a current member sitting on the town Board.
A Motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to refer the enforcement of this CUP to the County.  Motion carried by a vote of 4 in favor with Supervisor Otto abstaining. 
Burning Permit Update
Information obtained by Clerk McDougall from the DNR stated that no formal training is required for our office to issue open burning permits.
Township Notary Update

Clerk McDougall had furnished the Board an e-mail from the MAT attorney, Dan Greenswig, regarding Notary requirements.
Orderly annexation agreement with Buffalo, State Highway Department.

The Board reviewed the proposed orderly annexation agreement with the City of Buffalo for the State Highway Department property on Highway 25.  The Board was not comfortable making an amendment to the orderly annexation agreement.  It was noted in the proposed agreement that no tax dollars or population changes would result from jurisdiction over this property.
Under this agenda item, G. Rudy, Creative Real Estate Development Corp., requested the annexation of more Illstrup property south of 8th street.  This property is outside the current orderly annexation agreement area.  Supervisor McDougall stated we must stay with the agreement area we have with Buffalo, or renegotiate the orderly annexation agreement.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to reject the annexation this and ask the City of Buffalo for a Joint Powers Agreement Meeting for the land owned by the State.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
The Clerk will set up a meeting with the City of Buffalo to discuss the possibility of a Joint Powers Agreement.

Tom Belanger – Acceptance of Road, Trumpeters Pass

Mr. Belanger would like Rockford Township to take over the road.  The Clerk will contact the engineer to review and sign off of the road.
A Motion was made by Supervisor Otto and seconded by Supervisor Daluge to table this item until the next regular meeting.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
Public Comment:

Dwight Gunnarson, P.E., from Minnesota Development Agency spoke regarding Westford Meadows.  They propose having sand excavated and building a park with 3.5 acres for field games.  The sand mining would take a year.  
Supervisors

Supervisor Daluge stated that we need to complete on Trumpeters Pass.
Supervisor McDougall announced a class available on Drug and Alcohol awareness for Supervisors.  She also reported on the Clean up Day.

Supervisor Otto gave reasons for Gabler contract not being closed.  He feels the project is a disaster and would like the Board to go see the shortcomings he feels are due to the engineering.  He met with the contractor and said the Bonding company is asking for completion.
The Board will meet at the site on September 27, 2005, at 4:30 p.m. and the Clerk should invite 

LHB to attend this meeting.

Clerk/Treasurer

There is a Special Rockford Council/Township Board workshop meeting scheduled for Monday, October 10, 2005 at 6:00 p.m.
Funds Report

None
Review of Bills

Supervisor Otto noted that some claims were signed by the clerk before the chair signed them.  

A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Otto to pay all bills, Claim #12476 - 12504 totaling in the amount of $ 12,751.37, except for Claim # 12499 for LHB.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
A Motion was made by Supervisor Daluge and seconded by Supervisor Eckblad to adjourn at 9:55 p.m.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
______________________________________________________DATE:__________

Chairperson (Dennis Beise)

______________________________________________________DATE:___________

Clerk/Treasurer (Rachelle L. McDougall)
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