September 23rd, 2003

Rockford Township

Regular Meeting

The September 23rd 2003 regular Town meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m., the Pledge to the Flag was recited.  Present were Beise, Husom, McDougall and Kelley.  Walker was absent.  The Chair asked for any additions to the agenda, the Clerk added a James Miller, which was later removed from the agenda because the item was dealt with at a prior meeting.  The Chair added a dog complaint.  The agenda was adopted with the changes.  The minutes from the September 9th 2003 meeting were distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting for review.  Motion by McDougall second Kelley to accept the minutes as printed from the September 9th meeting.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.  

Continued Items:  David Szykulski was present to obtain a decision regarding the addition to his cabin.  Mr. Szykulski made the point that he is not infringing on neighbors’ view, is not going over the 15% allowable coverage of property, and neighbors on both sides have larger homes.  Supervisor Kelley informed the Board that she had spoken with Tom Salkowski at the County Planning & Zoning regarding the variances requested by Mr. Szykulski, and that Tom had some concerns over what was being requested.  The concerns were that the addition is now a total rebuild of the cabin with additional bedrooms and another bathroom, having an experimental septic system with not enough room for an alternate septic system and requesting at least 3 variances.  Supervisor Husom felt the whole plan changed from the first site inspection.  The second plan looks like a total rebuild of the cabin.  Supervisor McDougall felt that the main problem is that the lot size is not large enough for the septic system and an alternate system that the County requires.  Supervisor Beise also felt that the sewer would not handle a bigger house.  The aerial map was looked at which showed the neighbors having 2-lots together, and Mr. Szykulski only having a lot the was half the legal size.  The Board asked if he would consider no second story on the cabin, and Mr. Szykulski felt it was feasible. The Board suggested that Mr. Szykulski ask for a continuance from the County Board and try to work with Planning & Zoning then come back to the Town Board to present a new plan.       

Tim Young was present to explain financing for the Farmington road improvement project.  Mr. Young explained a couple of ways the Township could finance the project, and that the Township has 3 years to pay for it.  There is Government Bonds, which the project does not qualify for, cash on hand, combination of cash and future receipts, and Certificates of Indebtedness which come in 5, 10 and 15 years.  Mr. Young recommended 10-year Certificates of Indebtedness.  The Board inquired if the Township could “borrow” from its own funds.  The attorney told the Board that it is an acceptable practice for Towns and Cities to borrow from they’re own funds, paying themselves back with interest.  The Township would have to set up a Debt Service Fund for inter-fund borrowing category and decide which fund(s) to borrow from.  The Board inquired about what steps need to be taken.  Mr. Young stated that a simple resolution would need to be passed.  Mr. young offered to draft up 2-Certificates of Indebtedness one at 3% for 5 years, and the other at 4% for 10 years.  Mr. Young will forward those Certificates to the Clerk.  
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Steve Fisher was seeking from the Board their thoughts on rezoning Ole Bjorkdahl’s property behind the Humane Society.  The Board informed Mr. Fisher that the property is zoned AG, but that the Land Use Plan was in the process of being reviewed.  Mr. Fisher expressed his intentions for the property, which would be for industrial use.  Mr. Fisher informed the Board he would gather information from past industrial jobs for their review.  The Board recommended that Mr. Fisher keep in touch regarding the Land Use Plan, and possibly attend at County Planning and Zoning meeting.

Peter Gaupp was not present for the renewal review of his CUP for his dog kennel business.  Supervisor Kelley mentioned since there was one resident complaint regarding on going noise during the summer, she went out to the site twice but did not hear any noise.  Kelley informed the Board that the kennel is close to the road and there is no vegetation growing or a berm to block any potential noise.  It was noted that the resident complaining worked nights.  Motion by Kelley second McDougall to add the condition to the CUP that a berm, type to be determined by Planning & Zoning, be built.  Voting in favor 1 (Kelley), opposed three, motion failed.  Motion by McDougall second Husom to recommend to the County to have a new hearing to review the permit due to the 1 noise complaint.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Lloyd Christenson was not present for the renewal review of his CUP for an outdoor riding arena.  The Board had received no complaints regarding this permit.  Motion by Husom second Kelley to approve the renewal of the CUP for the outdoor riding arena.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

Annexation Compensation Policy was discussed.  The Board agreed that a work session should be scheduled.  The work session would be for changing and updating the Annexation Compensation Policy, and drafting an annexation agreement with the City of Buffalo.   The date for the work session will be Tuesday October 7th.  The Clerk will try to find out what time a.m. or p.m. would work for Supervisor Walker.

Advisory signs regarding tractors were discussed for Farmington.  The Board agreed that the Township does not need to put up any tractor advisory signs.  

A resident approached the Board for help regarding a barking dog complaint.  The resident states she has tried to resolve the problem by dealing with the dog’s owners, the Sheriff and the Township.  The resident passed out a log of documented dates and hours that the barking occurred, and dates the Deputy Sheriff was out.  It seems that the Deputy Sheriff has wrote a citation to the owners, but nothing has changed.  Supervisor McDougall will check with the County Attorney on what the process is after a citation is issued.   

Public Comments: None.

Supervisors:

Bill:  Nothing to report.
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Pam:  Nothing to report.

Karen:  Inquired if a summons was received regarding the Public Notice in the paper.  If anything is received the Clerk should notify the Attorney.

Crew:  Karen informed the Board that the Crew said that there was never any paperwork regarding the utility work being done on 10th Street SE.  Also, the Crew wanted to know if the culverts on the south side of the road in River Hills should be fixed with a 15-inch culvert, and that temporary slope easement would need to be signed.

Dennis:  Volunteered to call St. Michael regarding the mess on Halsey Avenue SE after the sewer was installed that has not been corrected as of yet.

Clerk:  Informed the Board that she will be off October 15th through October 17th.  Cathy Vidmar will be sitting in to cover business hours on Wednesday and Friday.

Motion by Kelley second Husom to approve payments from 9/10/03 through 9/23/03 totaling $13,493.69 paid by check #11433 through #11457.  All voting in favor, opposed none, motion carried.

All agenda items being completed, the meeting was adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Chair





Clerk   
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