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September 5, 2006
Rockford Township 

Regular Meeting Minutes


Call to Order: 

Chair Beise called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Rockford Township Hall.  Present were Supervisors Beise, Deitering, McDougall, Clerk McDougall and Crew Schlagel.  Supervisor Eckblad attended the Hanover meeting but would show up later in the meeting.  Supervisor Otto was absent.  
Agenda: 

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the agenda with the two additions as follows, Summons and Complaint acknowledgement from Attorney George C. MacDonald and Fall Expo Training for Maintenance Crew. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Meeting Minutes: 


August 15, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the August 15, 2006 regular meeting minutes as printed. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Maintenance Crew

Crew Schlagel was present with maintenance concerns. 

166 Gillard Ave. SE


Crew Schlagel informed the board that residents located at 166 Gillard Ave. SE would like to extend their driveway 10 feet further to the east.  The homeowner would pay for all costs.  During the construction, the road would remain open.   

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to allow the 166 Gillard Ave. SE  to adjust the driveway and moving the cross culvert to meet township standards at their expense.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
1314 30th St. SE – Letter
The resident at 1314 30th St. SE installed a retaining wall in the township right-of-way and needs to be removed.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve sending a letter to the resident at 1314 30th St. SE to have the retaining wall moved within 30 days upon receipt of the letter.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
2808 Goodrich Ave. SE – Letter


The resident at 2808 Goodrich Ave. SE has planted seedlings in the township right-of-way.

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve sending a letter to 2808 Goodrich Ave. SE to have the seedlings removed from the township right-of-way within 30 days upon receipt of the letter.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Tires - 

Crew Schlagel asked the board where they would like to purchase two tires for the dump truck.  Schlagel suggested Westside Tire or Lake Region.  Schlagel recommended the Handkook tires since they are a better quality tire but cost a little more than the Good Year tire.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by McDougall to approve the purchase of two truck tires from Westside Tire for $788.92.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
1980 Dump Truck - 

Previously no bids were received for the 1980 Dump Truck.  The contract was signed and sent to Boyer for the trade in of $3,100.00.  The board received a bid for the 1980 Dump Truck after the August 15, 2006 meeting.  Clerk McDougall will contact Boyer to find out if the township can get out of the trade-in contract and if so then the truck can be sold to Beckuis Truck Repair for $4,000.00.  

This item will be placed on the next agenda for a final decision.

Fall Maintenance Expo – 

The board suggested the crew could attend one of the maintenance trainings October 4th or 5th, 2006.  

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the crew to attend one of the training sessions in October either the 4th or the 5th.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  
Continued Items

None
Land Use Plan


Ken Felger was present and gave an update of the land use plan meeting that was held on August 16, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Monticello Community Center.  Felger stated there were about 80 people in attendance, which also included Supervisors McDougall and Deitering.  Felger stated that the people met in small groups to discuss how land use should and should not be used in the Wright County Northeast Quadrant Plans.


The goal of the meetings is to come up with the best land use plan so it can be presented to the Wright County Board for approval.  

A resident had suggested to the board that the township should do their own planning and zoning instead of the county.  Some of the board will be attending a legal seminar and will find out from other townships how they do their own planning and zoning and what issues they have with this process.  The board will address doing their own planning and zoning at the October 17, 2006 board meeting.  


The next Wright County Land Use Plan meeting will be on September 11, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. at the Wright County Government Center.  The public is welcome to attend.    
New Agenda Items:
Planning Commission Recommendations

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve the recommendations made by the Planning Commission at the September 5, 2006 meeting. Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Dog Complaint – 1319 Calder Ave. SE - Letter

The Township received a complaint about a dog running at large and causing damage.  
A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to approve sending a letter to the resident at 1319 Calder Ave. SE along with a copy of the dog ordinance.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 

30th St. SE Ash Truck Traffic – This item was continued to the next regular meeting.

Employee Handbook – 

The board made some changes to the smoke and tobacco free policy and to the township equipment personal use.  

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Eckblad to approve the changes to the township equipment for personal use: All Township property and equipment is publicly owned.  Personal use of all Township machinery and other equipment is strictly prohibited.    Motion carried by a unanimous vote. 
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the changes to the Smoke and Tobacco Free Policy: Tobacco Free Policy – In an effort to provide a healthy, comfortable and productive working environment for Township employees, all Township facilities, in their entirety, are tobacco free.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to approve the employee handbook with the revisions.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   
Salt Shed Quotes – 
The board reviewed the quotes and noted issues with the plans of the salt shed.  The plans did not reflect many items that should be considered when building a salt shed.  The board will contact the county to find out if they will work with the township to come up with a good plan for the salt shed that will meet all the qualifications.    

A motion was made by Supervisor McDougall and seconded by Deitering to reject all quotes at this time.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Pay Equity / Merit Base Pay – 

The board discussed the pay equity compliance and noted that in the beginning of 2006 a report was turned in to the state.  At that time, the township was into compliance with the pay equity guidelines.  After the report was submitted, a maintenance crew employee received a raise, which changed the compliancy of pay equity. 

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to bring Rachelle McDougall into compliance with the pay equity guidelines.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.   

A motion was made by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to make the pay equity guideline adjustment effective September 4, 2006 for Rachelle McDougall.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Financial Matters / Professional Services for Halsey Paving Project – 

Supervisor McDougall suggested that financial planner Bruce Kimmel should attend the next regular meeting to discuss options for financial planning.  The board agreed that this consultation is necessary and will be on the next agenda.

Summons and Complaint in the pending action of Francis vs. Hayes, Volk, Hanson, Hanson, and Rockford Township and all other persons unknown claiming any right, title, estate, interest, or lien in real estate described in the Complaint herein.  This paper was received by George C. MacDonald Attorney At Law and required the townships signature acknowledging receipt.  
A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by McDougall to sign the acknowledgement.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.  

Public Comment – None
Supervisors

Supervisor Deitering – None

Supervisor McDougall – McDougall asked the board for approval for the Soil and Water volunteers to clean up the Farmington Ave. SE Bridge area.  The township will dispose of the garbage.  The board agreed.  

Supervisor McDougall informed the board the newsletter for clean-up day would be distributed this week.    
Supervisor Eckblad – Eckblad informed the board of the City of Hanover’s meeting.  The meeting was given by MN Pollution Control Agency about water quality and improvements that can be made. 

Supervisor Beise – Beise reminded the board about the up coming Meeting of the District 7 Minnesota Association of Townships on September 14, 2006.
Clerk– Clerk McDougall informed the board the Primary Election Public Accuracy Test would take place at the Town Hall on Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Funds Report 

None
 Review of Bills 

A motion was made by Supervisor Eckblad and seconded by Deitering to pay claims # 13608 to 13643 for $112,745.13.  Motion carried by a unanimous vote.

Adjournment  


Motion by Supervisor Deitering and seconded by Eckblad to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.
________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Dennis Beise (Chairperson)

________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Rachelle L. McDougall (Clerk/Treasurer)
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